
% , % - % . 4 ! 2 9 ฀ % $ 5 ' 5 ) $ %WWW � 0 A R T N E R S H I P & O R , E A R N I N G � O R G
'%!2฀50฀-ICHIGAN�

#OSPONSORS

)S฀YOUR฀฀
CHILD฀REALLY฀฀
READING�฀฀฀�
3TART฀THAT฀COLLEGE฀FUND฀NOW฀฀�

-AKE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀A฀MATH฀WHIZ฀��

)S฀SHYNESS฀HURTING฀฀
YOUR฀CHILD�฀��

%LEMENTARY
WWW�0ARTNERSHIP&OR,EARNING�ORG
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7HAT฀MAKES฀THE฀BIGGEST฀DIFFERENCE฀IN฀WHY฀SOME฀KIDS฀DO฀BETTER฀IN฀SCHOOL฀THAN฀
OTHERS�฀)฀ASKED฀DOZENS฀OF฀PARENTS฀AND฀TEACHERS฀WHEN฀MY฀OWN฀SON฀STARTED฀
KINDERGARTEN�฀(ERE�S฀WHAT฀)฀FOUND�

��฀ &OCUS฀ON฀HOME฀lRST�฀6OLUNTEERING฀
AT฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀SCHOOL฀IS฀lNE�฀BUT฀
EXPERTS฀AGREE฀YOUR฀TOP฀PRIORITY฀
SHOULD฀BE฀AS฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀lRST฀
TEACHER฀AT฀HOME�฀(ELP฀YOUR฀CHILD฀
WITH฀LEARNING฀ACTIVITIES฀AND฀GOOD฀
SOCIAL฀HABITS�฀

��฀ "ACK฀UP฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀TEACHER�฀
4EACHERS฀WANT฀TO฀TREAT฀ALL฀
STUDENTS฀THE฀SAME฀BUT฀OFTEN฀ADMIT฀
THEY�RE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀TAKE฀EXTRA฀
TIME฀WITH฀CHILDREN฀WHOSE฀PARENTS฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀SUPPORTIVE�฀-AKE฀SURE฀
THEY฀KNOW฀FROM฀THE฀START฀THAT฀
YOU�RE฀ON฀THEIR฀TEAM�฀3AY�

s฀ h)�LL฀BACK฀YOU฀UP฀ON฀DISCIPLINE�v

s฀ h(OW฀CAN฀)฀SUPPORT฀CLASSROOM฀
LEARNING฀AT฀HOME�v

s฀ h4HANKS฀FOR฀ALL฀THAT฀YOU฀DO�v฀

��฀ #ONNECT฀WITH฀SOMEONE฀AT฀SCHOOL�฀
"EFORE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀FACES฀PROBLEMS�฀
BUILD฀A฀RELATIONSHIP฀WITH฀A฀
PRINCIPAL�฀COUNSELOR�฀ANOTHER฀
TEACHER฀OR฀EVEN฀AN฀INVOLVED฀
PARENT�฀4HEY฀CAN฀HELP฀YOU฀RESOLVE฀
THE฀ISSUE฀�฀AND฀AVOID฀MAKING฀
ENEMIES฀IN฀THE฀PROCESS�

��฀ 'ET฀HELP฀RIGHT฀AWAY฀IF฀YOUR฀
CHILD฀FALTERS฀IN฀MATH฀OR฀READING�฀
#HILDREN฀WHO฀STILL฀
STRUGGLE฀WITH฀READING฀
BY฀THIRD฀GRADE฀ARE฀
MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀DROP฀OUT฀
OF฀SCHOOL฀LATER�฀-ATH฀
PROBLEMS฀AT฀THIS฀LEVEL฀
WILL฀LIMIT฀THEIR฀CHOICES฀
OF฀CAREER฀AND฀COLLEGE฀
PATHWAYS฀THAT฀BEGIN฀IN฀
MIDDLE฀SCHOOL�฀!SK฀THE฀
TEACHER฀ABOUT฀TUTORS฀OR฀
OTHER฀SERVICES฀AT฀SCHOOL฀
BEFORE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀SLIPS฀
TOO฀FAR฀BEHIND�

3%6%.฀34%03฀4/฀34!9฀!(%!$
"Y฀"RYAN฀4AYLOR

4HE฀0ARTNERSHIP฀FOR฀,EARNING฀IS฀A฀NONPROlT�฀NATIONAL฀
AWARD
WINNING฀ORGANIZATION฀DEDICATED฀TO฀STUDENT฀฀
SUCCESS฀THROUGH฀PUBLICATIONS฀AND฀PRESENTATIONS�฀฀
0UBLISHER�฀"RYAN฀4AYLOR�฀%DITOR�฀3HERYL฀*AMES�฀!DVERTISING฀
$IRECTOR�฀,INDA฀$INTENFASS�฀$ISTRIBUTION฀$IRECTOR�฀*AN฀
-ASON�฀#ONTRIBUTING฀AUTHORS�฀'INA฀#ARRIER�฀*ESSICA฀
3CHRADER�฀!LICE฀2HEIN�฀2EBECCA฀+AVANAGH�฀

3PECIAL฀THANKS฀TO฀THE฀-ICHIGAN฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀,ABOR฀�฀
%CONOMIC฀'ROWTH�฀"UREAU฀OF฀#AREER฀%DUCATION�฀/FlCE฀OF฀
0OSTSECONDARY฀3ERVICES฀FOR฀DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀THIS฀PUBLICATION�฀
'%!2฀50฀GRANT฀FROM฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀
%DUCATION฀02฀AWARD฀P����S�������

0ARTNERSHIP฀FOR฀,EARNING฀¥฀����฀!LL฀RIGHTS฀RESERVED�฀
%DU'UIDE฀IS฀A฀TRADEMARK฀OF฀0ARTNERSHIP฀FOR฀,EARNING�฀.O฀
PART฀OF฀THIS฀PUBLICATION฀MAY฀BE฀UTILIZED฀OR฀REPRODUCED฀
WITHOUT฀THE฀WRITTEN฀PERMISSION฀OF฀THE฀PUBLISHER�฀
#OMMENTS฀AND฀QUESTIONS฀ARE฀WELCOME฀AT฀�
���
���

����฀OR฀INFO PARTNERSHIPFORLEARNING�ORG�฀#ONTACT฀US฀BY฀
MAIL฀AT฀���฀.ORTH฀0INE�฀,ANSING�฀-)฀������

7(!4�3฀).3)$%

฀ �฀ 2EADING�฀#HAPTER฀��฀#OMPREHENSION

฀ �฀ +EEP฀A฀0OSITIVE฀0ARENT฀0ROlLE

฀ �฀ #OLLEGE฀"EGINS฀IN฀+INDERGARTEN

฀ �฀ 3PECIAL฀3ECTION฀FROM฀THE฀฀
-ICHIGAN฀$EPT�฀OF฀%DUCATION฀
฀ -AKE฀3ENSE฀OF฀THE฀-%!0฀
฀ 2EADING฀3UCCESS฀�฀3TUDENT฀3UCCESS฀
฀ 4EAR
/UT฀2EFERENCE฀'UIDE฀
฀ 9OUR฀3CHOOL�S฀7ELLNESS฀0OLICY฀
฀ +INDERGARTEN฀1�!

฀��฀ -AKE฀9OUR฀#HILD฀A฀-ATH฀7HIZ

฀��฀ (ELPING฀THE฀3HY฀#HILD฀#OPE

7(!4�3฀/.,).%
&IND฀THESE฀FEATURES฀AT฀WWW�0ARTNERSHIP&OR,EARNING

s฀ #LUBS฀AND฀#OMPUTER฀'AMES฀4HAT฀4EACH

s฀ ,ET�S฀4ALK�฀0ARENT�4EACHER฀#OMMUNICATION

s฀ 4EACHER฀4ROUBLESHOOTER

s฀ 7HAT฀#AN฀'O฀7RONG�฀฀
$EALING฀WITH฀"AD฀'RADES฀AND฀7ORSE

s฀7E�RE฀!LL฀3HORT฀ON฀4IME�฀฀
%XTRA฀4IPS฀FOR฀3CHOOL฀3UCCESS

s฀ 4HE฀,EARNING฀'AME�฀฀
"UILD฀3KILLS฀AND฀)NTRODUCE฀#AREER฀)DEAS

s฀ 2ESEARCH฀2OUND฀5P�฀
฀฀ 4ONSILS฀AND฀!$($฀
฀฀ ,ATINO฀STUDENTS฀PROSPER฀
฀฀ "ACKPACK฀FACTS฀
฀฀ "OYS�฀GIRLS฀AND฀LEARNING

"RYAN฀4AYLOR�฀PRESIDENT฀OF฀0ARTNERSHIP฀FOR฀,EARNING฀AND฀FATHER฀
OF฀TWO�฀IS฀A฀NATIONAL฀SPEAKER฀FOR฀PARENTS฀AND฀EDUCATORS�
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��฀ 0LUG฀IN�฀+IDS฀SPEND฀���฀OF฀THEIR฀
WAKING฀HOURS฀OUTSIDE฀OF฀SCHOOL�฀
9OU฀CAN฀DOUBLE฀THEIR฀LEARNING฀TIME฀
BY฀PLUGGING฀THEM฀INTO฀AFTER
SCHOOL�฀
SUMMER฀AND฀CULTURAL฀ACTIVITIES�฀
#HECK฀CHURCHES�฀LIBRARIES฀AND฀
CLUBS฀FOR฀FREE฀OR฀LOW
COST฀CLASSES�฀
5NPLUG฀THE฀46฀AND฀COMPUTER฀
GAMES�฀4HE฀DOCTOR
RECOMMENDED฀
SCREEN฀TIME฀LIMIT฀IS฀�
�฀HOURS฀DAILY�฀

��฀ 0LANT฀THE฀SEEDS฀FOR฀COLLEGE�฀4ELL฀
YOUR฀CHILDREN฀EARLY฀AND฀OFTEN฀THAT฀
YOU฀EXPECT฀THEM฀TO฀ATTEND฀COLLEGE�฀
$ON�T฀WORRY฀ABOUT฀SPECIlCS�฀
JUST฀INSTILL฀THE฀DREAM�฀2ESEARCH฀
SHOWS฀THAT฀MOST฀STUDENTS฀WHO฀
GO฀TO฀COLLEGE฀NEVER฀THOUGHT฀THEY฀
HAD฀A฀CHOICE�฀6ISIT฀CAMPUSES�฀
OR฀PROFESSIONALS฀IN฀THEIR฀HABITAT฀
�฀ARTISTS�฀ARCHITECTS�฀ENGINEERS�฀
4HEN฀REVIEW฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILD฀WHAT฀
THEY฀HAD฀TO฀DO฀TO฀GET฀THERE�

��฀ -ONITOR฀MOTIVATION�฀!SK฀YOUR฀
CHILDREN฀OFTEN฀WHAT฀THEY฀LIKED฀OR฀
DISLIKED฀ABOUT฀SCHOOL�฀)T฀WILL฀HELP฀
YOU฀PICK฀UP฀EARLY฀SIGNS฀OF฀TROUBLE�฀
SUCH฀AS฀BULLIES฀AND฀BAD฀GRADES�฀
$ON�T฀LET฀THEM฀OFF฀WITH฀ONE฀WORD฀
ANSWERS�฀!SK฀FOR฀DETAILS�฀+IDS฀WHO฀
STOP฀LIKING฀SCHOOL฀STOP฀LEARNING�
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)N฀THE฀LAST฀FEW฀YEARS�฀AN฀ALARM฀HAS฀
SOUNDED฀THROUGHOUT฀THE฀NATION�S฀
MIDDLE฀AND฀HIGH฀SCHOOLS�฀TOO฀MANY฀

STUDENTS฀CANNOT฀READ฀WELL�฀)T฀ISN�T฀THAT฀
THEY฀DON�T฀KNOW฀THEIR฀!"#S฀OR฀HOW฀
TO฀READ฀WORDS�฀)T�S฀THAT฀THEY฀CANNOT฀
UNDERSTAND฀OR฀EXPLAIN฀WHAT฀THEY�RE฀
READING�฀*OHNNY฀CAN฀READ�฀BUT฀HE฀
DOESN�T฀UNDERSTAND�฀

4EACHING฀CHILDREN฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀
WHAT฀THEY฀READ฀�฀CALLED฀READING฀
COMPREHENSION฀�฀WAS฀UNTIL฀RECENTLY฀
UNDERVALUED฀IN฀ALL฀GRADES�฀4HIS฀IS฀ONE฀
REASON฀WHY฀SO฀MANY฀MIDDLE฀AND฀HIGH฀
SCHOOLERS฀ARE฀STRUGGLING�฀

5P฀UNTIL฀A฀DECADE฀AGO�฀MOST฀CLASSROOMS฀
WAITED฀UNTIL฀�RD฀OR฀�TH฀GRADE฀TO฀TEACH฀
STUDENTS฀READING฀COMPREHENSION฀
STRATEGIES฀AND฀TOOLS�฀"UT฀NOT฀ANYMORE�฀
2EADING฀COMPREHENSION฀IS฀NOW฀฀
BEING฀TAUGHT฀IN฀THE฀EARLY฀ELEMENTARY฀฀
GRADES�฀/NE฀TRIGGER฀FOR฀THIS฀CHANGE฀฀
WAS฀THE฀����฀LANDMARK฀.ATIONAL฀
2EADING฀2EPORT�฀A฀COMPREHENSIVE฀
EXAMINATION฀OF฀RESEARCH฀ON฀READING�฀
4HE฀STUDY฀IDENTIlED฀lVE฀ESSENTIAL฀
READING฀COMPONENTS�

s฀ 0HONICS�฀!SSOCIATING฀THE฀LETTERS฀WITH฀
THE฀SPEECH฀SOUNDS฀THEY฀REPRESENT�

s฀ 0HONEMIC฀!WARENESS�฀4HE฀ABILITY฀
฀TO฀HEAR฀AND฀MANIPULATE฀SOUNDS฀
฀IN฀WORDS�฀

s฀ 6OCABULARY�฀4HE฀KNOWLEDGE฀OF฀WORDS�฀

s฀ &LUENCY�฀4HE฀ABILITY฀TO฀SPEAK฀฀
OR฀EXPRESS฀A฀LANGUAGE฀EFFORTLESSLY฀฀
AND฀CORRECTLY�

s฀ 2EADING฀#OMPREHENSION�฀
5NDERSTANDING฀OF฀TEXT�

2%!$).'�฀#(!04%2฀��

"Y฀'INA฀#ARRIER

#OMPREHENSION
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4HESE฀lNDINGS฀ENCOURAGED฀A฀RESEARCH

BASED฀MAKEOVER฀OF฀THE฀TEACHING฀
OF฀READING�฀h)N฀THE฀PAST฀lVE฀OR฀��฀
YEARS�฀THE฀RESEARCH฀HAS฀INDICATED฀
THAT฀EDUCATORS฀NEED฀TO฀MAKE฀READING฀
COMPREHENSION฀MORE฀OF฀A฀FOCUS�฀
RIGHT฀FROM฀THE฀GET
GO�฀3O฀IN฀OUR฀
DISTRICT฀THERE฀IS฀A฀DElNITE฀FOCUS฀ON฀
READING฀COMPREHENSION฀BEGINNING฀IN฀
KINDERGARTEN�v฀SAYS฀#AROLYN฀%VANS�฀
$IRECTOR฀OF฀%LEMENTARY฀,ITERACY�฀'RAND฀
2APIDS฀0UBLIC฀3CHOOLS�

3O฀WHAT฀IS฀THE฀BEST฀WAY฀FOR฀STUDENTS฀
TO฀LEARN฀READING฀COMPREHENSION�฀4HAT฀
DEPENDS฀ON฀THE฀CHILD�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀
4HE฀)NTERNATIONAL฀2EADING฀!SSOCIATION�฀
THERE฀IS฀NO฀SINGLE฀METHOD฀THAT฀CAN฀
SUCCESSFULLY฀TEACH฀ALL฀CHILDREN฀TO฀READ�฀
4HEREFORE�฀TEACHERS฀MUST฀KNOW฀SEVERAL฀
METHODS฀FOR฀TEACHING฀READING�฀4HEY฀
MUST฀ALSO฀KNOW฀THEIR฀STUDENTS฀SO฀THEY฀
CAN฀BALANCE฀THE฀METHODS฀NEEDED฀FOR฀
EACH฀CHILD�

$R�฀0ATRICIA฀%DWARDS�฀A฀LITERACY฀EXPERT฀
WITH฀-ICHIGAN฀3TATE฀5NIVERSITY�฀SAYS฀
THAT฀ALL฀TEACHING฀METHODS฀WORK฀FOR฀
SOME฀CHILDREN฀�฀BUT฀NOT฀ALL฀CHILDREN฀
RESPOND฀TO฀EVERY฀PROGRAM�

h7HEN฀YOU฀GO฀INTO฀OUR฀SCHOOLS�฀YOU฀
HAVE฀A฀VARIETY฀OF฀DIFFERENT฀KIDS�฀AND฀
WHAT฀)฀HAVE฀ARGUED฀VEHEMENTLY฀FOR฀
IS฀THAT฀WE฀NEED฀TO฀LOOK฀AT฀WHAT฀THE฀
CHILD฀NEEDS�฀7E฀DON�T฀TEACH฀A฀METHOD�฀
WE฀TEACH฀WHAT฀THE฀CHILD฀NEEDS�v฀SAYS฀
%DWARDS�฀h)T�S฀LIKE฀WHEN฀YOU฀GO฀TO฀THE฀
DOCTOR�฀HE฀DOESN�T฀GIVE฀YOU฀@GLOBAL�฀
MEDICINE�฀(E฀WOULD฀TAKE฀YOUR฀FAMILY฀
HISTORY฀AND฀EXAMINE฀YOU฀AND฀GIVE฀YOU฀
WHAT฀YOU฀NEED฀FOR฀YOUR฀CONDITION�v

.O฀ONE฀METHOD฀IS฀BETTER฀THAN฀ALL฀THE฀
OTHERS�฀"UT฀THERE฀ARE฀MANY฀PROVEN฀
STRATEGIES฀THAT฀HELP฀CHILDREN฀IMPROVE฀
THEIR฀READING฀COMPREHENSION�฀4HESE฀
INCLUDE�฀

s฀ )DENTIFYING฀KEY฀ELEMENTS฀IN฀A฀STORY฀
AND฀SUMMARIZING฀

s฀ 0REDICTING

s฀ 1UESTIONING฀

s฀ -AKING฀CONNECTIONS฀WHILE฀READING

s฀ 5SING฀PICTURES฀TO฀HELP฀lGURE฀OUT฀
THE฀TEXT

s฀ 2EADING฀AT฀THE฀RIGHT฀LEVEL

s฀ 7RITING฀OR฀JOURNALING

4HE฀FEDERAL฀.O฀#HILD฀,EFT฀"EHIND฀
!CT฀REQUIRES฀STATES฀TO฀DEVELOP฀GRADE

SPECIlC฀CONTENT฀EXPECTATIONS฀FOR฀ALL฀
CORE฀SUBJECTS�฀INCLUDING฀READING�฀4HESE฀
GUIDELINES฀PROVIDE฀TEACHERS�฀PARENTS฀

AND฀STUDENTS฀WITH฀A฀DETAILED�฀FOCUSED฀
LIST฀OF฀SKILLS฀STUDENTS฀SHOULD฀KNOW฀
AT฀THE฀END฀OF฀EACH฀GRADE�฀�3EE฀PAGES฀
��
��฀FOR฀A฀LIST฀OF฀READING฀AND฀MATH฀
EXPECTATIONS฀FOR฀KINDERGARTENERS�	฀
4HEY฀WERE฀DESIGNED฀TO฀ESTABLISH฀
SIMILAR฀LESSONS฀ACROSS฀THE฀STATE�฀!฀
RECENT�฀INDEPENDENT฀REVIEW฀DESCRIBED฀
-ICHIGAN�S฀STANDARDS฀AS฀AMONG฀THE฀BEST฀
IN฀THE฀COUNTRY�

h/UR฀CONTENT฀GUIDELINES฀ARE฀VERY฀
THOROUGH�฀THEY฀ARE฀VERY฀WELL
THOUGHT

OUT�฀THEY�RE฀VERY฀ENCOMPASSING�฀
4HEY฀ARE฀A฀GOOD฀RESOURCE฀AND฀TOOL฀
FOR฀EDUCATORS฀AND฀TEACHERS฀TO฀HELP฀ALL฀
CHILDREN฀BECOME฀SUCCESSFUL฀READERS�v฀
SAYS฀-ARK฀#OSCARELLA�฀A฀2EADING฀
&IRST฀#OORDINATOR฀WITH฀THE฀-ICHIGAN฀
$EPARTMENT฀OF฀%DUCATION�S฀/FlCE฀OF฀
3CHOOL฀)MPROVEMENT�฀
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7ARNING฀3IGNS฀OF฀3TRUGGLING฀2EADERS
4HE฀,EARNING฀$ISABILITIES฀!SSOCIATION฀OF฀!MERICA�฀THE฀LARGEST฀NONPROlT฀ORGANIZATION฀ADVOCATING฀FOR฀
PEOPLE฀WITH฀LEARNING฀DISABILITIES�฀SAYS฀PARENTS฀SHOULD฀WATCH฀FOR฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀WARNING฀SIGNS฀IN฀CHILDREN฀
BETWEEN฀AGES฀�฀AND฀��฀/F฀COURSE�฀ANY฀CHILD฀MAY฀EXHIBIT฀SOME฀OF฀THESE฀FROM฀TIME฀TO฀TIME�฀4HE฀KEY฀IS฀฀
TO฀SEE฀HOW฀YOUR฀CHILD฀COMPARES฀TO฀PEERS฀ON฀A฀REGULAR฀BASIS�

s฀ 3HORT฀ATTENTION฀SPAN

s฀ 0OOR฀MEMORY

s฀ $IFlCULTY฀FOLLOWING฀DIRECTIONS

s฀ )NABILITY฀TO฀DISTINGUISH฀BETWEEN฀LETTERS�฀
NUMBERS฀OR฀SOUNDS

s฀ $IFlCULTY฀SOUNDING฀OUT฀WORDS

s฀ )NABILITY฀TO฀RE
TELL฀A฀STORY

s฀ !VOIDANCE฀OF฀READING฀ALOUD

s฀ 0ROBLEM฀WITH฀SPELLING

s฀ 2EVERSAL฀OF฀LETTERS฀AND฀NUMBERS฀�TYPICAL฀IN฀A฀
YOUNG฀CHILD�฀BUT฀NOT฀TYPICAL฀BY฀AGE฀�	

h7HEN฀YOU฀GO฀INTO฀OUR฀SCHOOLS�฀YOU฀HAVE฀A฀VARIETY฀OF฀DIFFERENT฀KIDS�฀AND฀WHAT฀)฀HAVE฀
ARGUED฀VEHEMENTLY฀FOR฀IS฀THAT฀WE฀NEED฀TO฀LOOK฀AT฀WHAT฀THE฀CHILD฀NEEDS�฀7E฀DON�T฀

TEACH฀A฀METHOD�฀WE฀TEACH฀WHAT฀THE฀CHILD฀NEEDS�v฀SAYS฀%DWARDS�
$R�฀0ATRICIA฀%DWARDS�฀-ICHIGAN฀3TATE฀5NIVERSITY
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4HE฀LATEST฀-%!0฀�-ICHIGAN฀%DUCATIONAL฀
!SSESSMENT฀0ROGRAM	฀SCORES฀ALSO฀
INDICATE฀THAT฀-ICHIGAN฀IS฀ON฀THE฀RIGHT฀
TRACK฀WITH฀READING฀INSTRUCTION�฀)N฀THE฀
TEST�฀READING฀AND฀WRITING฀PORTIONS฀ARE฀
COMBINED฀TO฀CREATE฀AN฀OVERALL฀%NGLISH฀
,ANGUAGE฀!RTS฀�%,!	฀SCORE�฀3TUDENTS฀
WHO฀MET฀OR฀EXCEEDED฀THE฀EXPECTATIONS฀
ON฀THE฀%,!฀PORTION฀OF฀THE฀-%!0฀RANGED฀
FROM฀���฀OF฀�TH฀GRADERS�฀TO฀���฀OF฀�RD฀
GRADERS�฀#OSCARELLA฀ADDS฀THAT฀-ICHIGAN฀
STUDENTS฀ARE฀MAKING฀CONSIDERABLE฀
PROGRESS฀AND฀THAT฀SCORES฀HAVE฀NEARLY฀
DOUBLED฀IN฀THE฀LAST฀DECADE�฀

4(%฀0!2%.4฀&!#4/2฀
%XPOSING฀CHILDREN฀TO฀THE฀WRITTEN฀WORD฀
AND฀BOOKS฀EARLY฀ON฀IS฀CRUCIAL฀TO฀THEIR฀

READING฀SUCCESS�฀4EACHERS฀SAY฀THESE฀
ACTIVITIES฀NEED฀TO฀OCCUR฀WELL฀BEFORE฀A฀
CHILD฀STEPS฀FOOT฀IN฀A฀CLASSROOM�฀

h7HEN฀PARENTS฀AND฀DAY฀CARE฀PROVIDERS฀
START฀AT฀A฀VERY฀EARLY฀AGE฀TO฀TEACH฀THOSE฀
CONCEPTS฀OF฀PRINT฀�฀WHAT฀THE฀FRONT฀
OF฀THE฀BOOK฀IS�฀WHAT฀THE฀BACK฀OF฀THE฀
BOOK฀IS�฀HOW฀YOU฀HOLD฀A฀BOOK�฀THAT฀THE฀
PRINT฀CARRIES฀MESSAGE�฀THAT฀A฀PICTURE฀
CAN฀HELP฀YOU฀WITH฀THE฀UNDERSTANDING฀
AND฀THE฀COMPREHENSION฀OF฀A฀STORY฀
�฀A฀KINDERGARTENER�S฀JOB฀IS฀MUCH฀
EASIER฀BECAUSE฀THEY฀HAVE฀THE฀BASIC฀
UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀PRINT฀AND฀THAT฀PRINT฀
CARRIES฀MESSAGE�v฀EXPLAINS฀#OSCARELLA�

h0ARENTS฀NEED฀TO฀TAKE฀SOME฀
RESPONSIBILITY฀EARLY฀ON฀FOR฀NURTURING฀
EARLY฀LITERACY�v฀SAYS฀-35�S฀%DWARDS�฀
h+IDS฀WHO฀COME฀TO฀SCHOOL฀MARINATED฀�฀
SOAKING฀AND฀DRIPPING฀IN฀PRINT฀�฀ARE฀THE฀
KIDS฀WHO฀HAVE฀A฀SENSE฀OF฀WHAT�S฀GOING฀
ON฀AND฀WILL฀DO฀WELL฀IN฀SCHOOL�฀0ARENTS฀
HAVE฀TO฀GIVE฀THEIR฀KIDS฀THE฀BASIC฀SKILLS฀
AND฀WORK฀ON฀THOSE฀BUILDING฀BLOCKS�v

'INA฀#ARRIER฀IS฀A฀FREELANCE฀WRITER฀AND฀MOTHER฀OF฀
TWO฀CHILDREN฀FROM฀'ROSSE฀0OINTE�

�฀3TEPS฀TO฀#OMPREHENSION

��฀ 7HEN฀YOU฀READ฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILD�฀ASK฀THEM฀QUESTIONS฀AS฀
THEY฀MOVE฀THROUGH฀THE฀BOOK�฀฀7HY฀DID฀-R�฀3MITH฀DO฀THAT�฀
(OW฀DO฀YOU฀THINK฀3UZY฀FEELS�

��฀ (ELP฀YOUR฀CHILD฀MAKE฀TEXT
TO
SELF฀CONNECTIONS�฀!SK฀THEM฀
HOW฀THEY฀FEEL฀ABOUT฀A฀SITUATION฀IN฀THE฀BOOK฀OR฀WHAT฀THEY฀
WOULD฀DO฀IF฀THEY฀WERE฀THE฀CHARACTER฀IN฀THE฀BOOK�

��฀ (ELP฀THEM฀MAKE฀TEXT
TO
TEXT฀CONNECTIONS�฀!SK฀THEM�฀
7HAT฀OTHER฀STORIES฀HAVE฀YOU฀READ฀THAT฀TALK฀ABOUT฀GOING฀฀
ON฀A฀TRIP�฀

��฀ -AKE฀SURE฀THEY฀ARE฀READING฀AT฀THEIR฀LEVEL�฀!฀BOOK฀THAT฀IS฀
TOO฀HARD฀FRUSTRATES฀A฀CHILD�฀!฀BOOK฀THAT�S฀TOO฀EASY฀DOESN�T฀
CHALLENGE฀HIM�฀

��฀ 3ET฀ASIDE฀AT฀LEAST฀��฀MINUTES฀TO฀READ฀EVERY฀DAY�฀

��฀ (ELP฀YOUR฀CHILD฀lND฀BOOKS฀THAT฀THEY฀ENJOY�฀4HIS฀KEEPS฀
THEM฀MOTIVATED�฀

��฀ -AKE฀READING฀MORE฀IMPORTANT฀THAN฀46�฀

��฀ -ODEL฀READING฀YOURSELF�฀#HILDREN฀NEED฀TO฀SEE฀PARENTS฀READ฀
FOR฀FUN�฀

��฀ %NCOURAGE฀WRITING�฀(AVE฀CHILDREN฀WRITE฀ABOUT฀WHAT฀THEY฀
HAVE฀READ฀OR฀KEEP฀A฀DAILY฀JOURNAL�

�฀3OURCE�฀#AROLYN฀%VANS�฀'RAND฀2APIDS฀0UBLIC฀3CHOOLS
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9OUR฀LITTLE฀GIRL฀GOT฀A฀$฀
ON฀A฀SCIENCE฀REPORT฀
AND฀CAME฀HOME฀IN฀
TEARS�฀SO฀YOU฀CALLED฀
THE฀TEACHER�฀STEAMED�฀
9OU฀SIGNED฀UP฀TO฀
HELP฀WITH฀THE฀CLASS฀
#HRISTMAS฀PARTY�฀BUT฀
THEN฀YOU฀GOT฀THAT฀CALL฀
FROM฀THE฀BOSS฀AND฀
DIDN�T฀SHOW�฀9OUR฀��

YEAR
OLD฀SON฀MESSED฀
UP�฀BUT�฀LISTEN�฀IT฀
WASN�T฀REALLY฀HIS฀FAULT�฀
YOU฀TELL฀THE฀TEACHER�

3OMETIMES฀�฀USUALLY฀
BECAUSE฀YOU฀ARE฀
WORRIED�฀EXCITED�฀
BUSY฀OR฀JUST฀PLAIN฀
PASSIONATE฀�฀YOU฀
CAN฀PRESENT฀YOURSELF฀
TO฀TEACHERS฀AS�฀
WELL�฀DIFlCULT�฀4HEY฀
CAN�T฀REALLY฀TELL฀YOU฀
THAT�฀AND฀OFTEN�฀THE฀
SITUATION฀REmECTS฀
CONDITIONS฀NO฀ONE฀
CAN฀CHANGE�฀3TILL�฀
THERE฀ARE฀SOME฀
BEHAVIORS฀THAT฀YOU฀
CAN฀RECOGNIZE฀AND฀TRY฀
TO฀AVOID฀SO฀YOU฀CAN฀
BETTER฀COMMUNICATE฀
WITH฀TEACHERS฀AND฀
ADMINISTRATORS฀
�฀WHICH฀ENDS฀UP฀
HELPING฀YOUR฀CHILDREN�฀
(ERE฀ARE฀SOME฀
UNDESIRABLE฀BEHAVIORS฀
AND฀SOME฀ADVICE฀
ABOUT฀CHANGING฀THOSE฀
BEHAVIORS�

+%%0฀!฀0/3)4)6%฀0!2%.4฀02/&),%

0UT
IT
OFF฀0AUL�฀9OU�RE฀A฀NICE฀GUY฀AND฀YOU฀MEAN฀WELL฀WHEN฀YOU฀PROMISE฀TO฀HELP฀OUT฀
AT฀THE฀SCHOOL฀CARNIVAL�฀CHECK฀YOUR฀SON�S฀HOMEWORK฀MORE฀REGULARLY฀AND฀GET฀THE฀FORMS฀
IN฀ON฀TIME�฀"UT฀SOMEHOW�฀IT฀GETS฀TO฀BE฀&RIDAY�฀AND฀YOU�VE฀FORGOTTEN฀TO฀SHOW฀UP�฀HELP฀
OUT฀AND฀TURN฀IN฀THOSE฀FORMS�

฀3TOP฀PROMISING฀SO฀MUCH�฀7RITE฀DOWN฀THE฀DATES฀AND฀TIMES฀OF฀WHAT฀YOU฀DO฀
VOLUNTEER฀FOR�฀!SK฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀TEACHER฀FOR฀ADVICE฀ON฀HOW฀TO฀BE฀MORE฀CONSISTENT฀ON฀
THE฀HOMEWORK฀FRONT�฀

6ISITING฀6ERONICA�฀9OU�RE฀AT฀SCHOOL฀SO฀MUCH�฀PEOPLE฀ASSUME฀YOU�RE฀ON฀THE฀PAYROLL�฀
4HAT�S฀GREATxISN�T฀IT�

฀-OST฀TEACHERS฀APPRECIATE฀HELP฀BUT฀THEY฀DON�T฀WANT฀PARENTS฀IN฀THEIR฀
CLASSROOMS฀�����฀4HAT฀FORCES฀THEM฀TO฀SPEND฀VALUABLE฀TIME฀lNDING฀THINGS฀FOR฀YOU฀
TO฀DO�฀%LEMENTARY฀SCHOOL฀IS฀NOT฀LIKE฀DAYCARE฀OR฀EVEN฀PRESCHOOL�฀THERE฀IS฀A฀SCHEDULE฀
AND฀AN฀AWFUL฀LOT฀OF฀TEACHING฀TO฀BE฀DONE�฀!SK฀THE฀TEACHER฀WHAT฀DAY�฀WHAT฀TIME฀IS฀
BEST฀TO฀COME฀IN�฀)S฀THERE฀SOMETHING฀THAT฀CAN฀BE฀DONE฀FROM฀HOME�฀!LWAYS฀SCHEDULE฀
VISITS฀SO฀YOU฀ARE฀NOT฀INTERRUPTING฀A฀LESSON�

#OURTROOM฀#ONNIE�฀9OU฀GET฀SOME฀BAD฀NEWS฀ABOUT฀YOUR฀SON�S฀BEHAVIOR�฀9OU฀MARCH฀
RIGHT฀OVER฀TO฀THE฀SCHOOL฀AND฀ARGUE฀YOUR฀SON�S฀CASE฀LIKE฀A฀LAWYER�฀)T฀WASN�T฀HIS฀FAULT�฀
YOU฀MAINTAIN�฀-EANWHILE�฀AT฀HOME�฀YOU฀THREATEN฀A฀LOT�฀BUT฀YOU฀OFTEN฀DON�T฀ENFORCE฀
THE฀LIMITS฀YOU฀HAVE฀GIVEN฀YOUR฀SON�

฀)T฀ISN�T฀EASY฀FOR฀A฀TEACHER฀TO฀GIVE฀PARENTS฀NEGATIVE฀NEWS�฀4HANK฀THEM฀FOR฀
DOING฀SO�฀AND฀TRY฀TO฀LISTEN฀OBJECTIVELY�฀IT฀COULD฀HELP฀YOU฀IN฀THE฀LONG฀RUN฀AS฀YOU฀
RAISE฀YOUR฀CHILD�฀!SK฀FOR฀POSSIBLE฀SOLUTIONS฀FOR฀THE฀PROBLEM�฀4RY฀TO฀AVOID฀USING฀
THE฀WORDS฀hALWAYSv฀OR฀hNEVER�v฀2EPLACE฀THEM฀WITH฀THE฀WORD฀hAND�v฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀
h)฀KNOW฀THAT฀4OMMY฀IS฀SOMETIMES฀A฀SWEETHEART฀AND฀SOMETIMES฀HE฀HURTS฀OTHERS�฀
7HAT฀CAN฀WE฀DO฀ABOUT฀THAT�v฀!SK฀PARENTS฀YOU฀ADMIRE฀HOW฀THEY฀ESTABLISH฀AND฀
MAINTAIN฀LIMITS฀WITH฀THEIR฀CHILDREN�

7HAT�S
WRONG฀7AYNE�฀฀9OU฀OFTEN฀FOCUS฀ON฀WHAT฀NEEDS฀TO฀BE฀CHANGED฀AND฀WHAT฀GOES฀
WRONG฀AT฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀SCHOOL฀RATHER฀THAN฀WHAT฀WORKS฀WELL฀AND฀WHAT฀GOES฀RIGHT�฀9OU฀
ARE฀QUICK฀TO฀OFFER฀CRITICISM�฀LESS฀SO฀TO฀GIVE฀EDUCATORS฀PRAISE�

฀$ON�T฀TELL�฀ASK�฀9OU฀WILL฀GET฀MORE฀FROM฀PEOPLE฀WHEN฀YOU฀TALK฀TO฀THEM฀AS฀
IF฀YOU฀ARE฀ON฀THE฀SAME฀TEAM�฀4RY฀STARTING฀CONVERSATIONS฀WITH�฀h)฀NEED฀YOUR฀HELP�v฀
4HEN฀EXPLAIN฀YOUR฀CONCERN฀WITHOUT฀BLAMING฀ANYONE�฀)F฀YOU฀FEEL฀YOURSELF฀SLIPPING�฀
SAY�฀h)�M฀SORRY฀IF฀)฀SOUND฀DEMANDING�฀)฀JUST฀REALLY฀WANT฀TO฀DO฀THE฀RIGHT฀THING฀FOR฀
MY฀CHILD�v

4OO
BUSY฀"RENDA�฀,IFE฀LATELY฀HAS฀BEEN฀SO฀BUSY�฀YOU฀DON�T฀EVEN฀KNOW฀WHAT฀DAY฀OF฀
THE฀WEEK฀IT฀IS฀ANYMORE�฀9OU฀CAN�T฀BEGIN฀TO฀THINK฀ABOUT฀A฀PARENT
TEACHER฀CONFERENCE�฀
AND�฀WORSE�฀YOUR฀CHILD฀HAS฀BEEN฀SHOWING฀UP฀TO฀SCHOOL฀TIRED฀AND฀HUNGRY�

฀"EING฀BUSY฀DOESN�T฀MAKE฀YOU฀A฀BAD฀PARENT�฀!ND฀SOMETIMES�฀LIFE฀CAN฀REALLY฀
GET฀IN฀THE฀WAY฀DUE฀TO฀FORCES฀YOU฀CANNOT฀CONTROL�฀,ET฀THE฀TEACHER฀KNOW฀SOME฀OF฀
THIS�฀AND฀THAT฀YOU฀MAY฀BE฀HARD฀TO฀REACH�฀/FFER฀TO฀COMMUNICATE฀VIA฀EMAIL฀OR฀AFTER฀
HOURS�฀!S฀FOR฀YOUR฀CHILD�฀KEEP฀A฀STASH฀OF฀FRUIT฀AND฀NUTRITIOUS฀BREAKFAST฀BARS฀THAT฀HE฀
CAN฀GRAB฀WHEN฀YOU฀CANNOT฀PROVIDE฀A฀BETTER฀BREAKFAST�
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#/,,%'%฀"%').3฀).
+INDERGARTEN
9OUR฀CHILD฀WILL฀NOT฀BE฀COLLEGE฀AGE฀FOR฀YEARS�฀"UT฀THE฀EARLIER฀YOU฀
BEGIN฀A฀COLLEGE฀SAVINGS฀PLAN�฀THE฀BETTER�฀(ERE฀ARE฀lVE฀DIFFERENT�฀
INEXPENSIVE฀WAYS฀TO฀START฀A฀TAX
FREE฀COLLEGE฀SAVINGS฀ACCOUNT�฀

���฀3!6).'3฀0,!.3
0ICK฀WHICH฀STATE฀HAS฀THE฀BEST฀PLAN฀
FOR฀YOU�฀BUT฀MOST฀OFFER฀TAX฀AND฀OTHER฀
BENElTS฀FOR฀USING฀YOUR฀HOME฀STATE�S฀
PLAN�฀9OU฀CAN฀BEGIN฀WITH฀AS฀LITTLE฀AS฀���฀
WITH฀THE฀-ICHIGAN฀%DUCATION฀3AVINGS฀
0ROGRAM฀�-%30	�

0RO�฀#ONTRIBUTIONS฀ARE฀ELIGIBLE฀FOR฀
A฀�������฀-ICHIGAN฀TAX฀DEDUCTION฀
�������฀FOR฀SINGLE฀TAX฀lLERS	�5SE฀THE฀
FUNDS฀AT฀ANY฀ACCREDITED฀POSTSECONDARY฀
COLLEGE฀IN฀THE฀5�3�

#ON�฀4HE฀PLAN�S฀TAX฀FREE฀STATUS฀IS฀UP฀FOR฀
RENEWAL฀BY฀#ONGRESS฀IN฀�����฀!CCOUNT฀
VALUE฀MAY฀mUCTUATE฀DEPENDING฀ON฀
INVESTMENT฀OPTIONS�฀

���฀02%0!)$฀0,!.3
0AY฀TUITION฀NOW�฀LOCK฀IN฀TODAY�S฀RATES�฀
%XAMPLE�฀7ITH฀THE฀-ICHIGAN฀%DUCATION฀
4RUST฀�-%4	�฀BUY฀A฀�
YEAR
OLD฀ONE฀
SEMESTER฀AT฀A฀COMMUNITY฀COLLEGE฀
FOR฀AS฀LITTLE฀AS฀����MONTH฀FOR฀���฀
MONTHS�฀#ASH฀UP฀FRONT฀FOR฀FOUR฀YEARS฀OF฀
TUITION฀AND฀MANDATORY฀FEES฀AT฀A฀PUBLIC฀
UNIVERSITY฀IS฀��������฀0ROGRAM฀DOES฀NOT฀
COVER฀ROOM฀AND฀BOARD�

0RO�฀'UARANTEES฀AGAINST฀RISING฀TUITION฀
COSTS�฀-ONTHLY฀PAYMENT฀CONTRACT฀WILL฀
MOTIVATE฀YOU฀TO฀SAVE�฀#AN฀BE฀USED฀TO฀
PAY฀FOR฀PART฀OF฀TUITION฀OUT
OF
STATE฀AND฀
PRIVATE฀COLLEGES�฀4OTAL฀CONTRACT฀PRICE฀IS฀
ELIGIBLE฀FOR฀-ICHIGAN฀TAX฀DEDUCTION�

#ON�฀#HILD฀MUST฀BE฀A฀-ICHIGAN฀
RESIDENT�฀9OU฀CANNOT฀TRANSFER฀TO฀
ANOTHER฀CHILD฀OR฀CASH฀OUT฀UNTIL฀THE฀
CHILD฀TURNS฀���฀

%$5#!4)/.฀3!6).'3฀!##/5.4
/PEN฀AN฀ACCOUNT฀WITH฀ANY฀BANK�฀BROKER฀
OR฀MUTUAL฀FUND�฀LIKE฀RETIREMENT฀SAVINGS�

0RO�฀#AN฀BE฀USED฀FOR฀COLLEGE฀OR฀ANY฀
EDUCATIONAL฀EXPENSES฀+
��฀n฀INCLUDING฀
BOOKS�฀PRIVATE฀SCHOOL฀TUITION�฀฀
COMPUTERS�฀TUTORS�฀,ETS฀YOU฀PICK฀YOUR฀฀
OWN฀INVESTMENTS�฀

#ON�฀,IMITED฀TO฀�������YEAR฀PER฀CHILD�฀
4AX฀BENElTS฀PHASE฀OUT฀FOR฀SOME฀FAMILIES฀
MAKING฀MORE฀THAN฀��������฀-AY฀TEMPT฀
YOU฀TO฀SPEND฀BEFORE฀CHILD�S฀COLLEGE฀YEARS�฀

#!3(฀"!#+
"UY฀SELECTED฀GOODS฀WITH฀A฀REGISTERED฀
CREDIT฀CARD฀AND฀GET฀�฀TO฀���฀CASH฀BACK฀
FOR฀COLLEGE฀SAVINGS฀ACCOUNT�฀5PROMISE�฀
%D%XPRESS�COM�฀"ABYMINT�COM฀฀
AND฀-".!฀&IDELITY฀CREDIT฀CARDS฀OFFER฀฀
SUCH฀PROGRAMS�

0RO�฀3AVE฀WHILE฀YOU฀SPEND�฀!VERAGE฀
ANNUAL฀SAVINGS฀RANGE฀FROM฀���฀TO฀�����฀
2EGISTERED฀FRIENDS฀CAN฀DIRECT฀THEIR฀
EARNINGS฀TO฀YOUR฀ACCOUNT�฀

#ON�฀,IMITED฀DOLLAR฀VALUE�฀&EWER฀
INVESTMENT฀OPTIONS�฀-AY฀TEMPT฀YOU฀TO฀
CHASE฀REBATES฀AND฀EAT฀UP฀SAVINGS฀YOU฀
COULD฀PUT฀INTO฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀ACCOUNT�฀

4AX฀LAWS฀NOW฀LET฀YOU฀TAKE฀MONEY฀฀
FROM฀THESE฀RETIREMENT฀ACCOUNTS฀฀
TO฀PAY฀FOR฀COLLEGE฀WITHOUT฀PENALTY�฀9OU฀
CAN฀OPEN฀)2!฀ACCOUNTS฀AT฀ANY฀BANK฀฀
OR฀INVESTMENT฀AGENCY�

0RO�฀3OME฀EXPERTS฀RECOMMEND฀SAVING฀
FOR฀RETIREMENT฀OR฀A฀HOME฀BEFORE฀SAVING฀
FOR฀COLLEGE�฀THIS฀ALLOWS฀YOU฀TO฀SAVE฀FOR฀
BOTH฀AND฀CHOOSE฀HOW฀TO฀SPEND฀IT฀LATER�฀
,ETS฀YOU฀PICK฀YOUR฀OWN฀INVESTMENTS�฀

#ON�฀,IMITED฀TO฀�������YEAR฀PER฀PERSON฀
IN฀�����฀3OME฀RESTRICTIONS฀APPLY�฀-AY฀
CONFUSE฀YOUR฀RETIREMENT฀PLANNING�฀
YOUR฀RETIREMENT฀FUND฀MAY฀NOT฀ATTRACT฀
CONTRIBUTIONS฀FROM฀'RANDPA�

2/4(฀!.$฀42!$)4)/.!,฀)2!3

�฀2ULES฀FOR฀#OLLEGE฀3AVINGS�
��฀ 3TART฀EARLY�฀7HEN฀YOUR฀CHILD฀IS฀��฀START฀
SAVING฀�����MONTH฀FOR฀��฀YEARS�฀7ITH฀��฀
ANNUAL฀RETURN�฀THAT�S฀��������฀7AITING฀UNTIL฀฀
THE฀CHILD฀IS฀��฀REQUIRES฀INVESTING฀�����MONTH฀
OVER฀SEVEN฀YEARS฀TO฀GET฀THE฀SAME฀AMOUNT�

��฀ )NVEST฀OFTEN�฀#OMMIT฀NOW฀TO฀SET฀ASIDE฀฀
���฀���฀OR฀�����MONTH�฀/R฀HAVE฀IT฀WITHDRAWN฀
FROM฀YOUR฀PAYCHECK�฀3END฀REFUNDS�฀REBATES�฀
LOOSE฀CHANGE฀TO฀THE฀FUND�฀!SK฀RELATIVES฀TO฀
CONTRIBUTE฀TO฀THE฀COLLEGE฀FUND฀INSTEAD฀OF฀
BUYING฀TOYS�฀

��฀ $ON�T฀WAIT�฀%ARMARKING฀EVEN฀���฀MAKES฀A฀
DIFFERENCE�฀4ELLING฀YOUR฀KIDS฀WILL฀INSPIRE฀THEM�฀
!SK฀THEM฀TO฀HELP฀AND฀DROP฀A฀DIME฀IN฀THEIR฀
COLLEGE฀JAR฀FOR฀EVERY฀DOLLAR฀THEY฀GET�฀)T฀WILL฀
TEACH฀THEM฀TO฀WORK฀TOWARDS฀A฀GOAL�

7ILL฀SAVING฀NOW฀CUT฀MY฀CHILD�S฀lNANCIAL฀
AID฀LATER�฀!฀LITTLE฀FOR฀SOME�฀BUT฀YOU�RE฀STILL฀BETTER฀
OFF฀HAVING฀MONEY฀THAN฀NOT�฀JUST฀AS฀YOU�RE฀BETTER฀
OFF฀EARNING฀WAGES฀THAN฀NOT�฀DESPITE฀INCOME฀TAXES�฀
5SING฀TODAY�S฀AID฀FORMULAS�฀A฀LOW
฀OR฀MEDIUM

INCOME฀FAMILY฀COULD฀LOSE฀UP฀TO฀��฀IN฀AID฀FOR฀EVERY฀
����฀EXTRA฀THEY฀SAVED฀IN฀ANY฀OF฀THESE฀TOOLS�฀"UT฀
HIGHER
INCOME฀FAMILIES฀PROBABLY฀WON�T฀QUALIFY฀FOR฀
NEED
BASED฀AID฀ANYWAY�฀



!S฀A฀NEW฀ELEMENTARY฀SCHOOL฀PARENT�฀THIRD฀GRADE฀MAY฀SEEM฀LIKE฀A฀
LONG฀WAY฀OFF฀TO฀YOU�฀(OWEVER�฀THESE฀lRST฀FEW฀ELEMENTARY฀SCHOOL฀
YEARS฀WILL฀LIKELY฀mY฀BY฀FOR฀BOTH฀YOU฀AND฀YOUR฀CHILD�฀$URING฀THIS฀TIME�฀
YOUR฀CHILD฀WILL฀BE฀GROWING฀AND฀LEARNING฀BY฀LEAPS฀AND฀BOUNDS�฀4O฀
ASSURE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀IS฀MASTERING฀IMPORTANT฀READING฀AND฀MATH฀SKILLS฀
NEEDED฀TO฀BE฀A฀SUCCESSFUL฀STUDENT�฀TEACHERS฀WILL฀BEGIN฀ASKING฀
YOUR฀CHILD฀TO฀EXPLAIN฀WHAT฀YOUR฀CHILD฀KNOWS฀AND฀IS฀ABLE฀TO฀DO฀
INFORMALLY฀AND฀LATER฀MORE฀FORMALLY฀IN฀THE฀FORM฀OF฀TESTS�฀"Y฀THIRD฀
GRADE�฀YOUR฀CHILD฀WILL฀BEGIN฀TO฀TAKE฀AN฀ANNUAL฀STATEWIDE฀TEST฀CALLED฀
THE฀-ICHIGAN฀%DUCATIONAL฀!SSESSMENT฀0LAN฀�-%!0	�฀฀(ERE฀IS฀
SOME฀INFORMATION฀THAT฀WILL฀HELP฀EXPLAIN฀WHY฀THIS฀TEST฀IS฀GIVEN฀AND฀
ITS฀IMPORTANCE฀BOTH฀ACADEMICALLY฀AND฀lNANCIALLY฀TO฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀
SCHOOL฀SUCCESS�฀

7HY฀IS฀THE฀-%!0฀GIVEN�
4HE฀-%!0฀TEST฀IS฀THE฀ONLY฀TEST฀GIVEN฀TO฀ALL฀-ICHIGAN฀STUDENTS�฀฀
)T฀PROVIDES฀THE฀ONLY฀COMMON฀DENOMINATOR฀IN฀THE฀STATE฀TO฀MEASURE฀
IN฀THE฀SAME฀WAY�฀AT฀THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀HOW฀ALL฀-ICHIGAN฀STUDENTS฀
ARE฀DOING฀ON฀THE฀SAME฀SKILLS฀AND฀KNOWLEDGE�฀4HE฀TEST฀PROVIDES฀
VALUABLE฀INFORMATION฀TO฀PARENTS฀ON฀THEIR฀STUDENT�S฀ACADEMIC฀
PROGRESS�฀)T฀ALSO฀ALLOWS฀TEACHERS฀AND฀SCHOOLS฀TO฀DETERMINE฀
WHETHER฀IMPROVEMENT฀PROGRAMS฀AND฀POLICIES฀ARE฀HAVING฀THE฀
DESIRED฀EFFECT฀AND฀TO฀TARGET฀ACADEMIC฀HELP฀WHERE฀IT฀IS฀NEEDED�

7HAT฀IS฀THE฀-%!0฀TEST฀BASED฀ON�
-ICHIGAN�S฀-%!0฀TESTS฀ARE฀BASED฀ON฀THE฀-ICHIGAN฀3TANDARDS฀AND฀
'RADE฀,EVEL฀#ONTENT฀%XPECTATIONS฀THAT฀OUTLINE฀WHAT฀A฀STUDENT฀
SHOULD฀KNOW฀AND฀BE฀ABLE฀TO฀DO฀BY฀SUBJECT�฀AT฀THE฀END฀OF฀EACH฀
GRADE�฀7E฀HAVE฀PROVIDED฀A฀PULL฀OUT฀OF฀THE฀KINDERGARTEN฀GRADE฀
LEVEL฀CONTENT฀EXPECTATIONS฀FOR฀YOUR฀INFORMATION฀AND฀USE฀฀
ON฀PAGE฀���

7HAT฀IS฀ON฀A฀-%!0฀TEST�฀
4HE฀����
����฀SCHOOL฀YEAR฀WAS฀THE฀lRST฀YEAR฀THAT฀ALL฀STUDENTS฀฀
IN฀GRADES฀�
�฀WERE฀ASSESSED฀IN฀MATHEMATICS฀AND฀%NGLISH฀
LANGUAGE฀ARTS�฀IN฀COMPLIANCE฀WITH฀THE฀FEDERAL฀.O฀#HILD฀,EFT฀
"EHIND฀!CT�฀4HIS฀DOUBLED฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀-ICHIGAN฀STUDENTS฀
TESTED฀TO฀NEARLY฀ONE฀MILLION�฀3CIENCE฀AND฀SOCIAL฀STUDIES฀ARE฀ONLY฀
ADMINISTERED฀ONCE฀AT฀THE฀END฀OF฀ELEMENTARY฀AND฀MIDDLE฀SCHOOLS�฀
0RIOR฀TO฀THIS฀SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀STUDENTS฀WERE฀ASSESSED฀IN฀DIFFERENT฀
SUBJECTS฀IN฀DIFFERENT฀GRADES�

5NDERSTANDING฀-%!0฀3CORES
!฀BASIC฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀-%!0฀SCORES฀IS฀NOT฀DIFlCULT�฀
!LL฀-%!0฀TESTS฀HAVE฀FOUR฀PERFORMANCE฀LEVELS�฀
s฀ ,EVEL฀�฀INDICATES฀A฀STUDENT฀HAS฀h%XCEEDED฀-ICHIGAN฀
3TANDARDS�v฀

s฀ ,EVEL฀�฀INDICATES฀THAT฀A฀STUDENT฀HAS฀h-ET฀-ICHIGAN฀
3TANDARDS�v฀

s฀ ,EVEL฀�฀INDICATES฀THAT฀A฀STUDENT฀HAS฀฀
DEMONSTRATED฀h"ASICv฀KNOWLEDGE฀฀
AND฀SKILLS�฀

s฀ ,EVEL฀�฀INDICATES฀THAT฀A฀STUDENT฀฀
SHOWED฀MINIMAL฀SUCCESS฀IN฀MEETING฀฀
-ICHIGAN฀3TANDARDS�

4HE฀GOOD฀NEWS฀IS฀THAT฀-ICHIGAN฀STUDENTS฀DID฀฀
WELL฀IN฀THE฀lRST฀YEAR฀OF฀THESE฀NEW฀ANNUAL฀TESTS�฀

(OW฀CAN฀)฀PREPARE฀MY฀CHILD฀FOR฀THE฀-%!0�
2EMEMBER�฀THE฀-%!0฀IS฀BASED฀ON฀THE฀GRADE฀LEVEL฀CONTENT฀THAT฀
A฀STUDENT฀LEARNS฀EVERY฀DAY฀IN฀THE฀CLASSROOM�฀(ELPING฀CHILDREN฀DO฀
WELL฀IN฀SCHOOL฀ALSO฀HELPS฀PREPARE฀THEM฀FOR฀THE฀-%!0�฀4HE฀BEST฀
WAY฀TO฀HELP฀IS฀TO฀MAKE฀SURE฀CHILDREN฀GET฀TO฀SCHOOL฀READY฀TO฀LEARN�฀
4HIS฀INCLUDES�฀
s฀ 'ETTING฀YOUR฀CHILD฀TO฀SCHOOL฀ON฀TIME฀EACH฀DAY�฀

s฀ 0ROVIDING฀A฀PLACE฀AND฀TIME฀AT฀HOME฀FOR฀YOUR฀CHILD฀TO฀READ฀AND฀
DO฀HOMEWORK�฀

s฀ -AKING฀SURE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀GETS฀ENOUGH฀SLEEP฀AND฀A฀NUTRITIOUS฀
BREAKFAST�

)F฀YOUR฀CHILD฀PERFORMS฀AT฀,EVEL฀�฀OR฀,EVEL฀��฀DON�T฀PANIC�฀)NSTEAD�฀
YOU฀CAN�฀
s฀ #HECK฀FOR฀AREAS฀OF฀STRENGTH฀AND฀WEAKNESS฀ON฀THE฀-%!0฀
REPORT฀FOR฀PARENTS�฀#OMPARE฀THE฀RESULTS฀TO฀OTHER฀ASSESSMENTS฀
OF฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀LEARNING�฀

s฀ 4AKE฀CARE฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀THE฀RESULTS฀OF฀THESE฀ASSESSMENTS�฀
9OUR฀STUDENT�S฀SCORES฀REmECT฀PERFORMANCE฀OF฀A฀GIVEN฀DAY฀
UNDER฀STANDARDIZED฀ADMINISTRATION฀PROCEDURES�฀

s฀ $ISCUSS฀THE฀-%!0฀RESULTS฀WITH฀YOUR฀STUDENT�S฀TEACHER฀AND฀
OTHER฀SCHOOL฀PROFESSIONALS฀WHO฀KNOW฀YOUR฀STUDENT฀PERSONALLY�฀
4EACHERS฀CAN฀USE฀-%!0฀RESULTS฀WITH฀OTHER฀ASSESSMENT฀
AND฀CLASSROOM฀PERFORMANCE฀INFORMATION฀TO฀PROVIDE฀A฀MORE฀
COMPLETE฀PLAN฀FOR฀YOUR฀STUDENT�S฀LEARNING�฀

7HAT฀IF฀MY฀CHILD฀HAS฀SPECIAL฀NEEDS�
7HILE฀A฀MAJORITY฀OF฀STUDENTS฀WITH฀DISABILITIES฀TAKE฀THE฀-%!0฀
ALONG฀WITH฀NON
DISABLED฀STUDENTS�฀IT฀IS฀NOT฀APPROPRIATE฀FOR฀SOME฀
STUDENTS�฀&OR฀THAT฀REASON�฀THE฀STATE฀DEVELOPED฀-)
!CCESS�฀฀
THE฀STATE�S฀ALTERNATE฀ASSESSMENT฀PROGRAM�฀4HERE฀ARE฀THREE฀฀
-)
!CCESS฀ASSESSMENTS฀IN฀WHICH฀STUDENTS฀WITH฀DISABILITIES฀
CAN฀TAKE฀PART฀IN�฀0ARTICIPATION�฀3UPPORTED฀)NDEPENDENCE�฀AND฀
&UNCTIONAL฀)NDEPENDENCE�฀7HICH฀OF฀THE฀THREE฀ASSESSMENTS฀A฀
STUDENT฀TAKES฀IS฀DETERMINED฀BY฀THAT฀STUDENT�S฀)NDIVIDUALIZED฀
%DUCATION฀0ROGRAM฀�)%0	�฀BASED฀UPON฀THEIR฀COGNITIVE฀FUNCTIONING฀
LEVEL�฀CURRICULUM�฀AND฀INSTRUCTION�฀&OR฀MORE฀INFORMATION฀ON฀-)

!CCESS�฀PLEASE฀VISIT฀THE฀-ICHIGAN฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀%DUCATION�S฀WEB฀
SITE฀AT฀WWW�MICHIGAN�GOV�MI
ACCESS�฀#LICK฀ON฀h3TATE฀!SSESSMENT฀
2ESULTS฀FOR฀3TUDENTS฀WITH฀$ISABILITIES�v

!DDITIONAL฀INFORMATION฀ON฀THE฀-%!0฀MAY฀BE฀FOUND฀AT฀฀
WWW�MICHIGAN�GOV�MEAP�฀#LICK฀ON฀-%!0฀4EST฀2ESULTS�฀฀
9OU฀ALSO฀CAN฀CALL฀THE฀-%!0฀HELP฀LINE฀AT฀�
���
���
4%34฀฀
OR฀EMAIL฀-%!0 MICHIGAN�GOV�฀



&OR฀MORE฀INFORMATION฀CONTACT�
4HE฀-ICHIGAN฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀%DUCATION
3TUDENT฀)SSUE฀5NIT
���
���
����
4OLL
FREE�฀�
���
���
����
%MAIL�฀+
��STUDENTISSUES MICHIGAN�GOV

4HE฀-ICHIGAN฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀%DUCATION฀0ARENT฀'UIDE฀TO฀'RADE฀
,EVEL฀%XPECTATIONS฀SUPPORT฀THE฀3TATE฀"OARD฀OF฀%DUCATION�S฀GOAL฀
TO�฀h!TTAIN฀SUBSTANTIAL฀AND฀MEANINGFUL฀IMPROVEMENT฀IN฀ACADEMIC฀
ACHIEVEMENT฀FOR฀ALL฀STUDENTS�CHILDREN�฀WITH฀PRIMARY฀EMPHASIS฀ON฀
HIGH
PRIORITY฀SCHOOLS฀AND฀STUDENTS�v

�

$ETACH฀THE฀NEXT฀TWO฀PAGES฀FOR฀YOUR฀OWN฀COPY฀OF฀!฀0ARENT�S฀'UIDE฀TO฀'RADE฀,EVEL฀#ONTENT฀%XPECTATIONS�฀฀
5SE฀IT฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀TEACHERS฀AND฀AT฀HOME�฀&OR฀MORE฀DETAILS฀ON฀THESE฀AND฀OTHER฀GRADE฀LEVEL฀EXPECTATIONS�฀GO฀TO฀WWW�MICHIGAN�GOV�MDE฀AND฀CLICK฀ON฀h+
��฀#URRICULUM�v

7HEN฀CHILDREN฀lRST฀ENTER฀THEIR฀KINDERGARTEN฀CLASSROOMS�฀THEY฀ARE฀
CONTINUING฀A฀JOURNEY฀OF฀LEARNING฀THAT฀BEGAN฀AT฀BIRTH�฀$URING฀THEIR฀
lRST฀FEW฀YEARS฀OF฀LIFE�฀THEY฀HAD฀TO฀LEARN฀ONE฀SKILL�฀SUCH฀AS฀WALKING�฀
IN฀ORDER฀TO฀LEARN฀THE฀NEXT฀�฀RUNNING�฀4HE฀SAME฀PROCESS฀HAPPENS฀
DURING฀KINDERGARTEN�฀9OUNG฀STUDENTS฀WILL฀NEED฀TO฀LEARN฀TO฀READ�฀
FOR฀INSTANCE�฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀LEARN฀JUST฀ABOUT฀EVERYTHING฀ELSE�฀9OU฀ARE฀
YOUR฀CHILD�S฀lRST฀READING฀TEACHER�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀DID฀YOU฀KNOW฀THAT฀
IF฀YOU฀READ฀TO฀YOUR฀CHILD฀OR฀ENCOURAGE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀TO฀READ฀TO฀YOU฀
EVERY฀DAY�฀YOU฀WILL฀HELP฀HIM฀TO฀BECOME฀A฀STRONGER฀READER�฀9OU฀
ALSO฀CAN฀HELP฀ENSURE฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀SUCCESS฀BY฀MONITORING฀HIS฀OR฀
HER฀PROGRESS฀IN฀SCHOOL฀AND฀WORKING฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀TEACHER฀TO฀
SUPPORT฀LEARNING฀ACTIVITIES฀AT฀HOME�

"UT�฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀MONITOR฀A฀CHILD�S฀PROGRESS�฀PARENTS฀NEED฀TO฀
KNOW฀WHAT฀THE฀CHILD฀SHOULD฀HAVE฀LEARNED฀IN฀CORE฀SUBJECTS�฀
SUCH฀AS฀%NGLISH฀AND฀MATH�฀BY฀THE฀END฀OF฀EACH฀GRADE�฀(OW฀
DO฀PARENTS฀DO฀THIS�฀)T�S฀EASIER฀THAN฀YOU฀THINK�฀4HE฀-ICHIGAN฀
$EPARTMENT฀OF฀%DUCATION฀�-$%	฀HAS฀DEVELOPED฀FOR฀EACH฀
GRADE฀A฀TOOL฀CALLED฀!฀0ARENT�S฀'UIDE฀TO฀'RADE฀,EVEL฀#ONTENT฀
%XPECTATIONS�฀4HESE฀GUIDES฀PROVIDE฀IMPORTANT฀INFORMATION฀
ON฀WHAT฀YOUR฀CHILD฀SHOULD฀KNOW฀AND฀BE฀ABLE฀TO฀DO฀BY฀THE฀END฀
OF฀EACH฀GRADE�฀AND฀ARE฀BASED฀ON฀-ICHIGAN�S฀STATE฀EDUCATION฀
STANDARDS�฀4HESE฀NATIONALLY฀RECOGNIZED฀EXPECTATIONS฀ARE฀USED฀
BY฀EDUCATORS฀IN฀DISTRICTS฀AND฀SCHOOLS฀TO฀DEVELOP฀CURRICULUM฀
AND฀GUIDE฀CLASSROOM฀TEACHING�฀4HEY฀ALSO฀ARE฀USED฀BY฀-$%฀
TO฀DEVELOP฀GRADE฀LEVEL฀TESTS฀GIVEN฀TO฀STUDENTS฀IN฀�RD฀THROUGH฀
�TH฀GRADES�฀4HESE฀TESTS฀ARE฀CALLED฀THE฀-ICHIGAN฀%DUCATIONAL฀
!SSESSMENT฀0ROGRAM�฀COMMONLY฀REFERRED฀TO฀AS฀THE฀-%!0�

0ARENTS฀CAN฀USE฀THE฀GRADE฀LEVEL฀CONTENT฀GUIDES฀WITH฀
TEACHERS฀TO�
s฀ ,EARN฀WHAT฀THEIR฀CHILD฀SHOULD฀KNOW฀AND฀BE฀ABLE฀TO฀DO฀AFTER฀
EACH฀SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀

s฀ !SK฀HOW฀THIS฀INFORMATION฀WILL฀BE฀TAUGHT฀IN฀SCHOOL�

s฀ $ISCUSS฀THEIR฀CHILD�S฀PROGRESS�฀ESPECIALLY฀DURING฀PARENT
฀
TEACHER฀CONFERENCES�฀

s฀ %XPLORE฀WAYS฀THEY฀CAN฀SUPPORT฀LEARNING฀IN฀THE฀CLASSROOM�

s฀ !SK฀FOR฀ACTIVITIES฀CHILDREN฀CAN฀PERFORM฀AT฀HOME฀THAT฀WILL฀SUPPORT฀
CLASSROOM฀INSTRUCTION�฀

s฀ 2EVIEW฀AND฀UNDERSTAND฀THE฀-%!0฀TEST฀RESULTS�

/N฀!PRIL฀���฀�����฀'OVERNOR฀*ENNIFER฀
-�฀'RANHOLM฀SIGNED฀INTO฀LAW฀NEW฀HIGH฀
SCHOOL฀GRADUATION฀REQUIREMENTS฀CALLED฀THE฀
h-ICHIGAN฀-ERIT฀#URRICULUM�v฀)T฀REQUIRES฀
STUDENTS฀IN฀THE฀CLASS฀OF฀����฀TO฀EARN฀A฀
TOTAL฀OF฀��฀CREDITS�฀INCLUDING�฀FOUR฀CREDITS฀
IN฀BOTH฀%NGLISH฀AND฀MATH�฀THREE฀CREDITS฀IN฀
SCIENCE฀AND฀SOCIAL฀STUDIES�฀ONE฀CREDIT฀IN฀
VISUAL�฀PERFORMING฀AND฀APPLIED฀ARTS�฀ONE฀CREDIT฀IN฀HEALTH�PHYSICAL฀
EDUCATION�฀AND฀AN฀ONLINE฀LEARNING฀EXPERIENCE�

7HILE฀YOUR฀YOUNG฀CHILD฀IS฀YEARS฀AWAY฀FROM฀ENTERING฀HIGH฀SCHOOL�฀
THIS฀NEW฀LAW฀EMPHASIZES฀THE฀IMPORTANCE฀OF฀CHILDREN฀LEARNING฀
ANOTHER฀LANGUAGE�฀"EGINNING฀WITH฀THE฀#LASS฀OF฀����฀�4HIRD฀
GRADERS฀IN฀&ALL฀����	�฀STUDENTS฀WILL฀ALSO฀NEED฀TO฀COMPLETE฀�฀
#REDITS฀OF฀A฀7ORLD฀,ANGUAGE�฀3TUDENTS฀MAY฀EARN฀CREDIT฀ANYTIME฀
BETWEEN฀KINDERGARTEN฀AND฀��TH฀GRADE฀BY฀TAKING฀CLASSES฀IN฀
HIGH฀SCHOOL฀OR฀BY฀SUCCESSFULLY฀COMPLETING฀COURSE฀WORK฀OR฀OTHER฀
LEARNING฀EXPERIENCES฀THAT฀ARE฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀EQUIVALENT฀TO฀THE฀
REQUIREMENT�฀4O฀LEARN฀HOW฀YOUR฀SCHOOL฀DISTRICT฀WILL฀IMPLEMENT฀
THIS฀LANGUAGE฀REQUIREMENT�฀PLEASE฀CONTACT฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀SCHOOL�฀

&OR฀INFORMATION฀ON฀A฀CHILD�S฀INNATE฀CAPACITY฀TO฀LEARNING฀
LANGUAGE�฀READ฀"ORN฀4O฀3PEAK�฀#ORNELL฀3TUDIES฀"ABIES�฀
)NNATE฀#APABILITY฀4O฀,EARN฀,ANGUAGE�฀AVAILABLE฀ONLINE฀
AT฀HTTP���WWW�NEWS�CORNELL�EDU�CHRONICLE������������
LANGUAGE�HTML�



2%!$).'
O฀#HANGE฀THE฀SOUNDS฀OF฀WORDS฀BY฀CHANGING฀LETTERS฀THAT฀฀
CAN฀MAKE฀NEW฀WORDS�฀%XAMPLE�฀hHATv฀BECOMES฀hAT�v฀OR฀hSAT�v฀฀
OR฀hMAT�v

O฀2ECOGNIZE฀THAT฀WORDS฀ARE฀MADE฀OF฀SOUNDS฀BLENDED฀TOGETHER฀
AND฀THAT฀WORDS฀HAVE฀MEANING�

O฀5NDERSTAND฀THAT฀SOUNDS฀IN฀WORDS฀ARE฀REPRESENTED฀BY฀LETTERS฀฀
OF฀THE฀ALPHABET�

O฀5SE฀LETTER
SOUND฀CLUES฀TO฀RECOGNIZE฀A฀FEW฀ONE฀SYLLABLE฀WORDS�

O฀"EGIN฀TO฀MATCH฀LETTERS฀AND฀SOUNDS�฀INCLUDING฀lRST฀AND฀LAST฀
CONSONANTS฀OF฀WORDS�

O฀%ASILY฀RECOGNIZE฀ABOUT฀��฀FAMILIAR฀WORDS฀S�HE฀SEES฀IN฀฀
AND฀AROUND฀THE฀HOME�฀SUCH฀AS฀HIS�HER฀NAME�฀BRAND฀NAMES฀
AND฀LOGOS�

O฀2ECOGNIZE฀WITH฀EASE฀A฀FEW฀BASIC฀SIGHT฀VOCABULARY฀WORDS�฀
SUCH฀AS฀hGO�v฀hTHE�v฀hIS�v฀/BTAIN฀A฀LIST฀FROM฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀TEACHER�

O฀&OLLOW฀THE฀WRITTEN฀TEXT฀OF฀FAMILIAR฀STORIES฀BY฀POINTING฀TO฀฀
KNOWN฀WORDS�

O฀"E฀ABLE฀TO฀PREDICT฀UNKNOWN฀WORDS�

O฀+NOW฀THE฀MEANING฀OF฀WORDS฀S�HE฀HEARS฀AND฀SEES฀OFTEN�฀฀
�!SK฀THE฀TEACHER฀FOR฀A฀GRADE
LEVEL฀VOCABULARY฀LIST�	

O฀4RY฀TO฀lGURE฀OUT฀THE฀MEANING฀OF฀NEW฀WORDS฀AND฀PHRASES�

O฀!UTOMATICALLY฀NAME฀LETTERS฀AND฀MATCH฀LETTERS฀TO฀THEIR฀SOUNDS�

O฀2ECOGNIZE฀A฀FEW฀WORDS�

O฀5NDERSTAND฀THAT฀WORDS฀AND฀SENTENCES฀ARE฀ARRANGED฀FROM฀฀
LEFT฀TO฀RIGHT�฀TOP฀TO฀BOTTOM�

O฀2ESPOND฀TO฀HIGH
QUALITY฀LITERATURE�

O฀"EGIN฀TO฀KNOW฀THE฀DIFFERENCE฀BETWEEN฀STORIES�฀NURSERY฀
RHYMES�฀POETRY�฀SONGS�

O฀$ISCUSS฀SIMPLE฀STORY฀ELEMENTS�฀SETTING�฀CHARACTERS�฀EVENTS�

O฀4ELL฀HOW฀AUTHORS฀USE฀PICTURES฀TO฀GIVE฀READERS฀CLUES฀ABOUT฀฀
THE฀SETTING฀AND฀CHARACTERS�

O฀3HOW฀HOW฀TWO฀OR฀MORE฀STORIES฀CAN฀BE฀CONNECTED�฀

O฀+NOW฀THE฀DIFFERENCE฀BETWEEN฀DIFFERENT฀TYPES฀OF฀INFORMATIONAL฀
TEXT�฀INCLUDING฀BRAND฀NAMES�฀STREET฀SIGNS�฀PICTURE฀BOOKS฀AND฀
BOOKS฀THAT฀TEACH฀LESSONS�

O฀7ITH฀THE฀HELP฀OF฀THE฀TEACHER�฀DISCUSS฀THE฀WAY฀INFORMATION฀IS฀
ORGANIZED฀IN฀TEXTS�

O฀%XPLAIN฀HOW฀AUTHORS฀AND฀ILLUSTRATORS฀USE฀PICTURES฀TO฀GIVE฀CLUES฀
ABOUT฀THE฀TEXT�

O฀3HOW฀THROUGH฀DRAWING�฀WRITING฀OR฀TALKING฀HOW฀TWO฀OR฀MORE฀
INFORMATIONAL฀TEXTS฀ARE฀CONNECTED�

#/-02%(%.3)/.
O฀5SE฀THEIR฀OWN฀EXPERIENCES฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀NEW฀IDEAS฀฀
AND฀CONNECT฀TO฀IDEAS฀IN฀TEXTS�

O฀2ETELL฀UP฀TO฀THREE฀EVENTS฀FROM฀A฀FAMILIAR฀STORY฀IN฀THEIR฀฀
OWN฀WORDS�

O฀"EGIN฀TO฀CONNECT฀AND฀COMPARE฀A฀STORY฀TO฀THEIR฀LIVES�

O฀0REDICT฀WHAT฀WILL฀HAPPEN฀NEXT฀IN฀A฀STORY�฀BASED฀ON฀PICTURES฀฀
OR฀PORTIONS฀OF฀THE฀STORY�

O฀2EMEMBER฀AND฀USE฀WHAT฀HAS฀BEEN฀READ฀TO฀THEM฀FROM฀OTHER฀
SUBJECT฀AREAS�

O฀+NOW฀WHEN฀S�HE฀DOES฀OR฀DOES฀NOT฀UNDERSTAND฀THE฀TEXTS�

O฀5SE฀SIMPLE฀STRATEGIES฀TO฀INCREASE฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀TEXTS฀฀
AT฀CHILD�S฀READING฀LEVEL�

O฀"EGIN฀TO฀IDENTIFY฀THE฀AUTHOR�S฀PURPOSE�

O฀"EGIN฀TO฀SORT฀AND฀PUT฀INFORMATION฀IN฀ORDER฀WITH฀THE฀HELP฀฀
OF฀THE฀TEACHER�

O฀7ITH฀TEACHER�S฀HELP�฀LEARN฀HOW฀TO฀MEASURE฀THE฀QUALITY฀฀
OF฀CHILD�S฀AND฀OTHERS�฀WORK�

O฀"ECOME฀EXCITED฀ABOUT฀READING฀AND฀LEARNING฀TO฀READ�

O฀#HOOSE฀BOOKS�฀BOOK฀ACTIVITIES�฀AND฀WORD฀PLAY฀DURING฀FREE฀฀
TIME฀IN฀SCHOOL฀AND฀AT฀HOME�

72)4).'
O฀7RITE฀A฀BRIEF฀PERSONAL฀STORY฀USING฀PICTURES�฀WORDS�฀฀
AND�OR฀SENTENCES�

O฀2EAD฀AND฀TRY฀TO฀COPY฀DIFFERENT฀STYLES฀OF฀POETRY฀MATCHED฀฀
TO฀THEIR฀GRADE฀LEVEL�

O฀7RITE฀A฀SHORT฀INFORMATIONAL฀PIECE฀USING฀DRAWINGS�฀WORDS�฀฀
AND�OR฀SENTENCES�

O฀(ELP฀WITH฀CLASS฀PROJECTS฀BY฀ADDING฀INFORMATION฀GATHERED฀฀
FROM฀TEACHER
SUPPLIED฀MATERIALS�

O฀!S฀S�HE฀PLANS฀TO฀WRITE�฀WITH฀TEACHERS�฀HELP�฀CONSIDER฀฀
REACTIONS฀FROM฀READERS�

O฀"RAINSTORM฀IDEAS฀FOR฀STORIES฀AND฀INFORMATIONAL฀TEXTS�

O฀3PELL฀WORDS฀BASED฀ON฀HOW฀THEY฀SOUND�฀AND฀ADD฀PICTURES฀฀
AND฀DRAWINGS฀THAT฀lT฀THE฀STORY�

O฀-AKE฀CHANGES฀TO฀WRITING฀BY฀ASKING฀FRIENDS฀FOR฀IDEAS฀TO฀
IMPROVE฀IT�

O฀%XPRESS฀FEELINGS�฀USE฀HIS�HER฀NATURAL฀LANGUAGE฀AND฀CREATE฀
NEW฀IDEAS฀TO฀SHOW฀ORIGINALITY�

O฀#ORRECTLY฀SPELL฀COMMON฀WORDS�฀SUCH฀AS฀HIS�HER฀NAME฀฀
AND฀SOME฀BASIC฀VOCABULARY฀WORDS�

O฀5SE฀BEGINNING฀AND฀SIMPLE฀ENDING฀SOUNDS฀OR฀WORD฀LISTS฀฀
TO฀lGURE฀OUT฀HOW฀TO฀SPELL฀MORE฀WORDS�

O฀"E฀EAGER฀TO฀WRITE฀AND฀LEARN฀TO฀WRITE�

O฀#HOOSE฀TO฀WRITE฀DURING฀FREE฀TIME฀IN฀SCHOOL฀AND฀AT฀HOME�

'RADE฀,EVEL฀#ONTENT฀%XPECTATIONS
7(!4฀9/52฀'2!$5!4).'฀+).$%2'!24%.%2฀3(/5,$฀+./7�

%NGLISH฀,ANGUAGE฀!RTS฀CONTINUED฀ON฀OTHER฀SIDE

O฀#(%#+฀7(!4฀9/52฀#(),$฀#!.฀$/฀./7�฀฀4(%.฀(%,0฀4(%-฀!$$฀.%7฀3+),,3��



'RADE฀,EVEL฀#ONTENT฀%XPECTATIONS
7(!4฀9/52฀'2!$5!4).'฀+).$%2'!24%.%2฀3(/5,$฀+./7�

�CONTINUED	

30%!+).'�฀,)34%.).'�฀6)%7).'
O฀5SE฀LANGUAGE฀TO฀COMMUNICATE฀WITH฀ALL฀KINDS฀OF฀PEOPLE฀฀
FOR฀ALL฀KINDS฀OF฀REASONS�

O฀"E฀ABLE฀TO฀SPEAK฀OR฀READ฀OUT฀LOUD฀IN฀COMPLETE฀SENTENCES฀
THAT฀MAKE฀SENSE�

O฀-AKE฀PRESENTATIONS฀TO฀THE฀CLASS฀IN฀3TANDARD฀%NGLISH฀฀
OR฀A฀VERSION฀OF฀3TANDARD฀%NGLISH฀IF฀THE฀CHILD฀IS฀LEARNING฀
THE฀LANGUAGE�

O฀5SE฀LANGUAGE฀SUITABLE฀FOR฀DIFFERENT฀CULTURAL฀SETTINGS�฀LIKE฀
THE฀HOME�฀PLAYGROUND฀OR฀SCHOOL�

O฀3PEAK฀LOUDLY฀AND฀CLEARLY฀IN฀COMPLETE฀SENTENCES�

O฀3TAY฀ON฀THE฀SUBJECT฀AS฀S�HE฀DISCUSSES฀BOOKS฀OR฀OTHER฀
TOPICS฀DURING฀CONVERSATIONS�

O฀"RIEmY฀RETELL฀ABOUT฀EXPERIENCES฀OR฀THINGS฀S�HE฀฀
CARES฀ABOUT�

O฀"E฀ABLE฀TO฀TALK฀ABOUT฀THE฀MEANINGS฀OF฀AND฀THE฀
CONNECTIONS฀BETWEEN฀DIFFERENT฀STORIES�

O฀0LAN฀AND฀DELIVER฀SIMPLE฀BUT฀ORGANIZED฀PRESENTATIONS฀฀
THAT฀INCLUDE฀DETAILS�฀SUCH฀AS฀h3HOW฀AND฀4ELL�v

O฀5NDERSTAND฀AND฀FOLLOW฀ONE
AND฀TWO
STEP฀DIRECTIONS�

O฀!SK฀GOOD฀QUESTIONS฀DURING฀A฀REPORT฀OR฀PRESENTATION�

O฀0AY฀ATTENTION฀AS฀THEY฀LISTEN฀TO฀ONE฀ANOTHER�

O฀"E฀ABLE฀TO฀TELL฀WHO฀IS฀SENDING฀AND฀WHO฀IS฀RECEIVING฀฀
A฀MESSAGE�

O฀,ISTEN฀TO฀OR฀VIEW฀AND฀RESPOND฀THOUGHTFULLY฀TO฀GOOD฀BOOKS�

O฀-AKE฀CONNECTIONS฀BETWEEN฀DIFFERENT฀STORIES฀฀
BY฀DISCUSSING�฀DRAWING฀PICTURES฀OR฀WRITING�

.5-"%23฀!.$฀/0%2!4)/.3
O฀#OUNT�฀USING฀WHOLE฀NUMBERS�

O฀2ECOGNIZE฀HOW฀MANY฀OBJECTS฀ARE฀IN฀SETS฀UP฀TO฀���

O฀#OUNT฀OBJECTS฀USING฀ONE฀NUMBER฀FOR฀EACH฀ITEM�

O฀0UT฀IN฀ORDER฀SETS฀OF฀UP฀TO฀��฀OBJECTS฀AND฀COMPARE฀USING฀
WORDS฀LIKE฀hSAME฀NUMBER�v฀hMORE฀THANv฀OR฀hLESS฀THAN�v

O฀2EAD฀AND฀WRITE฀NUMERALS฀UP฀TO฀��฀AND฀MATCH฀TO฀SAME฀
NUMBER฀OF฀OBJECTS�

O฀#OUNT฀OUT฀LOUD฀TO฀���฀BY฀ONES�฀#OUNT฀TO฀��฀BY฀�S�฀�S฀AND฀��S�

O฀5NDERSTAND฀THAT฀NUMBERS฀TO฀��฀CAN฀CONTAIN฀GROUPS฀OF฀��฀PLUS฀
SOME฀�S�

O฀5SE฀OBJECTS฀TO฀COUNT฀BY฀��S฀TO฀����

O฀0UT฀TOGETHER฀AND฀TAKE฀APART฀NUMBERS฀THAT฀TOTAL฀UP฀TO฀���฀฀
SUCH฀AS�฀�฀�฀����

O฀,EARN฀NUMBER฀SENSE�฀SUCH฀AS�฀�฀IS฀�฀MORE฀THAN฀��฀�฀IS฀�฀MORE฀
THAN฀��

O฀#OUNT฀OBJECTS฀USING฀lNGERS฀AND�OR฀OBJECTS�

O฀2ECORD฀MATHEMATICAL฀THINGS฀BY฀WRITING฀SIMPLE฀ADDITION฀AND฀
SUBTRACTION฀SENTENCES�฀SUCH฀AS�฀���฀�฀�฀AND฀�
�฀�฀��

O฀#REATE�฀DESCRIBE฀AND฀EXTEND฀SIMPLE฀NUMBER฀PATTERNS�฀฀
SUCH฀AS�฀����??�����฀??�

-%!352%-%.4
O฀+NOW฀AND฀USE฀THE฀WORDS฀hMORNING�v฀hAFTERNOON�v฀฀
hEVENING�v฀hNIGHT�v

O฀+NOW฀AND฀USE฀THE฀WORDS฀hYESTERDAY�v฀hTODAY�v฀hTOMORROW�v฀฀
hLAST฀WEEK�v฀hNEXT฀YEAR�v

O฀+NOW฀THAT฀CLOCKS฀MEASURE฀MINUTES�HOURS�฀CALENDARS฀MARK฀
DAYS�WEEKS�MONTHS�

O฀.AME฀TIMES฀WHEN฀DAILY฀ACTIVITIES฀OCCUR฀TO฀THE฀NEAREST฀HOUR�฀
LUNCH฀IS฀AT฀��฀O�CLOCK�

O฀#OMPARE฀TWO฀OR฀MORE฀OBJECTS฀BY฀LENGTH�฀WEIGHT฀AND฀CAPACITY�฀

O฀#AN฀IDENTIFY฀WHICH฀OBJECT฀IS฀SHORTER�฀LONGER�฀HEAVIER�฀LIGHTER�

O฀#AN฀IDENTIFY฀WHICH฀CONTAINER฀HOLDS฀MORE฀OR฀LESS฀WATER�

'%/-%429
O฀2ELATE฀CORRECT฀GEOMETRIC฀NAME฀TO฀FAMILIAR฀OBJECTS�฀BALL฀TO฀
SPHERE�฀DICE฀TO฀CUBES�

O฀.AME฀AND฀GROUP฀OBJECTS฀BY฀ATTRIBUTES�฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀SQUARE฀
DOESN�T฀BELONG฀WITH฀THE฀CIRCLES�

฀ &OR฀MORE฀DETAILS฀ABOUT฀THESE฀EXPECTATIONS�฀OR฀TO฀SEE฀
CONTENT฀EXPECTATIONS฀FOR฀lRST฀THROUGH฀EIGHTH฀GRADES�฀GO฀
TO฀WWW�MICHIGAN�GOV�MDE฀AND฀CLICK฀ONh+
��฀#URRICULUM�v฀

O฀#(%#+฀7(!4฀9/52฀#(),$฀#!.฀$/฀./7�฀฀฀
4(%.฀(%,0฀4(%-฀!$$฀.%7฀3+),,3�
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!NNETTE฀&UHRMAN฀ALWAYS฀USED฀THE฀WORD฀hTRAGICv฀WHEN฀SHE฀SPOKE฀
TO฀FRIENDS฀AND฀NEIGHBORS฀ABOUT฀OVERWEIGHT฀CHILDREN�฀3HE฀THOUGHT฀
THE฀DAMAGE฀TO฀AN฀OVERWEIGHT฀CHILD�S฀HEALTH฀AND฀SELF฀ESTEEM฀WAS฀
TRAGIC�฀"UT฀MOST฀TRAGIC�฀PERHAPS�฀WAS฀THE฀APPARENT฀LACK฀OF฀CONCERN฀
ABOUT฀THIS฀EPIDEMIC฀FROM฀THE฀GENERAL฀PUBLIC�

4HEN฀ONE฀DAY฀IN฀�����฀&UHRMAN�฀OF฀2OCHESTER฀(ILLS�฀WAS฀EXCITED฀
TO฀LEARN฀THAT฀A฀NEW฀FEDERAL฀LAW฀HAD฀BEEN฀PASSED�฀)T฀REQUIRED฀
SCHOOL฀DISTRICTS�฀WITH฀INPUT฀FROM฀PARENTS�฀TO฀DEVELOP฀A฀LOCAL฀HEALTH

RELATED฀STUDENT฀WELLNESS฀POLICY฀BY฀*ULY฀��฀�����

"EFORE฀SHE฀KNEW฀IT�฀&UHRMAN฀HAD฀JOINED฀lVE฀OTHER฀DEDICATED฀
MOMS฀JUST฀AS฀PASSIONATE฀ABOUT฀THE฀TOPIC฀OF฀PROMOTING฀HEALTHY฀
WEIGHT�฀4HEY฀ROLLED฀UP฀THEIR฀SLEEVES฀AND฀GOT฀TO฀WORK฀ON฀A฀POLICY฀
FOR฀2OCHESTER฀#OMMUNITY฀3CHOOLS�฀/THERS฀GOT฀WORD฀AND฀GOT฀
INVOLVED�฀0RETTY฀SOON�฀EVERYONE฀FROM฀THE฀SUPERINTENDENT�S฀OFlCE฀
TO฀THE฀FOOD฀SERVICE฀STAFF฀JOINED฀THE฀CAUSE�

2OCHESTER�S฀7ELLNESS฀#OMMITTEE฀WAS฀FORMED฀AND฀BEGAN฀WRITING฀
THE฀SCHOOL�S฀POLICY�฀3OON�฀CANDY฀DISAPPEARED฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀HALLS฀
AND฀CAFETERIAS�฀3ODA฀POP฀MACHINES฀WERE฀SHUT฀DOWN฀DURING฀
SCHOOL฀HOURS�฀-ORE฀MILK฀MACHINES฀SHOWED฀UP�฀3TUDENTS฀JOINED฀
h-ILK฀-ADNESSv฀CONTESTS฀AND฀OPTED฀FOR฀hSUPER฀SIZEDv฀FRUITS฀AND฀
VEGGIES฀AT฀LUNCH�฀0ARENTS฀NOTICED฀THAT฀STUDENTS฀SPENT฀THEIR฀
MONEY฀ON฀TOO฀MANY฀HIGH฀CALORIE฀ALA฀CARTE฀FOODS฀INSTEAD฀OF฀
PURCHASING฀THE฀HEALTHIER฀AND฀LESS฀EXPENSIVE฀NATIONAL฀SCHOOL฀
LUNCH฀MEALS�฀"EFORE฀LONG�฀ALL฀INCOMING฀�TH฀GRADERS฀WERE฀ATTENDING฀
AN฀ORIENTATION฀ENTITLED�฀h-AKE฀THE฀MOST฀OF฀YOUR฀LUNCH฀PROGRAM�฀
#HOOSE฀WELL฀AND฀SAVE�v฀฀

4HE฀3CHOOL฀"OARD฀OF฀2OCHESTER฀#OMMUNITY฀3CHOOLS฀UNANIMOUSLY฀
APPROVED฀THE฀WELLNESS฀POLICY฀BY฀THE฀SUMMER฀����฀DEADLINE�฀
4HE฀ENTIRE฀EXPERIENCE฀REINFORCED฀THE฀POWERFUL฀MESSAGE฀THAT฀
GOOD฀NUTRITION฀AND฀PHYSICAL฀lTNESS฀PROMOTE฀STUDENTS�฀HEALTH฀
AND฀ACADEMIC฀SUCCESS฀�฀AND฀THAT฀BY฀WORKING฀TOGETHER�฀SCHOOL฀
COMMUNITIES฀CAN฀ACCOMPLISH฀ALMOST฀ANYTHING�

7HAT฀MUST฀SCHOOL฀DISTRICT฀WELLNESS฀POLICIES฀INCLUDE�
s฀ 'OALS฀FOR฀NUTRITION฀EDUCATION�฀PHYSICAL฀ACTIVITY�฀AND฀OTHER฀฀
SCHOOL
BASED฀ACTIVITIES�฀

s฀ .UTRITION฀GUIDELINES฀FOR฀ALL฀FOODS฀ON฀THE฀SCHOOL฀CAMPUS�

s฀ !SSURANCE฀THAT฀REIMBURSABLE฀SCHOOL฀MEALS฀MEET฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀
3CHOOL฀,UNCH฀0ROGRAM฀REQUIREMENTS�

s฀ 0ARTICIPATION฀BY฀ENTIRE฀SCHOOL฀COMMUNITY฀AND฀THE฀COMMUNITY฀฀
AT฀LARGE�

s฀ !฀SCHOOL฀WELLNESS฀POLICY฀EVALUATION฀PLAN�

(OW฀CAN฀PARENTS฀PROMOTE฀SCHOOL฀WELLNESS�
s฀ #HECK฀OUT฀WHAT฀IS฀BEING฀SERVED฀FOR฀CLASSROOM฀SNACKS�฀฀
REWARDS�฀PARTIES�฀ALA฀CARTE�฀AND฀VENDING฀MACHINES�฀

s฀ #HECK฀OUT฀WHAT฀DAILY฀PHYSICAL฀ACTIVITY฀AND฀EDUCATION฀฀
OPPORTUNITIES฀ARE฀BEING฀OFFERED�

s฀ 2EVIEW฀YOUR฀DISTRICT�S฀LOCAL฀WELLNESS฀POLICY�

s฀ "ECOME฀A฀CHAMPION฀FOR฀CHANGE�

(OW฀CAN฀PARENTS฀BECOME฀CHAMPIONS฀FOR฀CHANGE�
s฀ ,EARN฀MORE�฀฀3IGN฀UP฀FOR฀A฀FREE฀AND฀FUN฀WORKSHOP฀FOR฀฀
PARENTS฀BY฀VISITING฀0ARENT฀!CTION฀FOR฀(EALTHY฀+IDS฀AT฀฀
WWW�PARENTACTIONFORHEALTHYKIDS�ORG฀AND฀CLICK฀ON฀฀
h3CHOOL฀7ELLNESSv฀OR฀CONTACT฀"ARB฀&LIS฀AT฀���
���
�����

s฀ "UILD฀A฀NETWORK฀OF฀PARENTS฀WHO฀CARE฀ABOUT฀STUDENT฀฀
WELLNESS฀AND฀SPREAD฀THE฀WORD�

s฀ *OIN฀THE฀SCHOOL฀WELLNESS฀COMMITTEE�

s฀ *OIN฀-ICHIGAN฀!CTION฀FOR฀(EALTHY฀+IDS฀AT�฀฀
HTTP���WWW�ACTIONFORHEALTHYKIDS�ORG�
s฀ %NROLL฀YOUR฀SCHOOL฀IN฀4EAM฀.UTRITION฀AT�฀฀

HTTP���WWW�TN�FCS�MSUE�MSU�EDU�
s฀ 3HARE฀YOUR฀HEALTHY฀SCHOOLS฀PARENT฀SUCCESS฀STORY฀AT฀฀

HTTP���WWW�MIHEALTHTOOLS�ORG�SCHOOLSUCCESS�

&OR฀MORE฀INFORMATION฀ABOUT฀THE฀LOCAL฀WELLNESS฀POLICY�฀VISIT�฀฀
WWW�TN�FCS�MSUE�MSU�EDU�POLICIES�HTML�

/NE฀SCHOOL฀DISTRICT�S฀PATH฀TO฀WELLNESS

4HE฀PUBLISHING฀OF฀THIS฀ARTICLE฀IS฀FUNDED฀IN฀PART฀WITH฀FEDERAL฀FUNDS฀FROM฀THE฀5�3�฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀
!GRICULTURE�฀&OOD฀AND฀.UTRITION฀3ERVICE�฀4HE฀CONTENTS฀OF฀THIS฀PUBLICATION฀DO฀NOT฀NECESSARILY฀
REmECT฀THE฀VIEW฀OR฀POLICIES฀OF฀THE฀5�3�฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀!GRICULTURE�฀NOR฀DOES฀MENTION฀฀
OF฀TRADE฀NAMES�฀COMMERCIAL฀PRODUCTS�฀OR฀ORGANIZATIONS฀IMPLY฀ENDORSEMENT฀฀
BY฀THE฀5�3�฀'OVERNMENT�



4HE฀/FlCE฀OF฀%ARLY฀#HILDHOOD฀%DUCATION฀AND฀&AMILY฀3ERVICES฀
AT฀THE฀-ICHIGAN฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀%DUCATION฀�-$%	฀ANSWERS฀
MANY฀QUESTIONS฀FROM฀PARENTS฀ABOUT฀KINDERGARTEN�฀4HAT�S฀NOT฀
SURPRISING�฀SINCE฀SENDING฀A฀CHILD฀OFF฀TO฀THE฀hBIG฀SCHOOLv฀฀
IS฀A฀HUGE฀STEP฀IN฀THE฀LIFE฀OF฀A฀FAMILY�฀(ERE฀ARE฀SOME฀OF฀THE฀
MOST฀COMMON�฀

1

! ฀#HILDREN฀WHOSE฀PARENTS฀ARE฀INTERESTED฀IN฀THEIR฀SCHOOLING฀
AND฀WHO฀LEARN฀WITH฀THEM฀AND฀PROVIDE฀EXTRA฀LEARNING฀OPPORTUNITIES฀
BEYOND฀SCHOOL฀ARE฀THE฀MOST฀SUCCESSFUL�฀$EVELOP฀A฀RELATIONSHIP฀
WITH฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀TEACHER฀AND฀KEEP฀IN฀TOUCH�฀"E฀SURE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀IS฀
WELL฀RESTED�฀WELL฀FED�฀AND฀EMOTIONALLY฀READY฀FOR฀EACH฀SCHOOL฀DAY�฀
-AKE฀SURE฀SUPPLIES฀ARE฀LAID฀OUT฀THE฀NIGHT฀BEFORE�฀AND฀TRY฀TO฀MAKE฀
THE฀hGETTING฀READYv฀TIME฀IN฀THE฀MORNING฀AS฀PLEASANT฀AS฀POSSIBLE�฀

1

! ฀4HE฀3TATE฀"OARD฀OF฀%DUCATION฀HAS฀APPROVED฀%ARLY฀
#HILDHOOD฀3TANDARDS฀OF฀1UALITY฀FOR฀0REKINDERGARTEN�฀AVAILABLE฀ON฀
THE฀-$%฀WEBSITE฀AT฀WWW�MICHIGAN�GOV�MDE�฀#LICK฀ON฀h0ROGRAMS฀
AND฀/FlCES�v฀AND฀THEN฀CLICK฀ON฀h%ARLY฀#HILDHOOD฀AND฀&AMILY฀
3ERVICES�v฀4HE฀DOCUMENT฀INCLUDES฀A฀SECTION฀ON฀%ARLY฀,EARNING฀
%XPECTATIONS฀FOR฀4HREE
฀AND฀&OUR
9EAR
/LD฀#HILDREN�฀WHICH฀
HELPS฀EXPLAIN฀THE฀EXPECTATIONS฀THAT฀KINDERGARTEN฀TEACHERS฀HAVE฀
OF฀CHILDREN฀ENTERING฀THEIR฀CLASSES฀AND฀WHERE฀THE฀KINDERGARTEN฀
CURRICULUM฀BEGINS�

1

! ฀4ODAY�S฀KINDERGARTEN฀CLASSES฀ARE฀lLLED฀WITH฀LEARNING฀AND฀
EXPLORATION฀ACTIVITIES฀TO฀ENGAGE฀YOUNG฀LEARNERS�฀!SK฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀
TEACHER฀TO฀SHARE฀THE฀DAILY฀KINDERGARTEN฀ROUTINE฀WITH฀YOU฀SO฀
THAT฀YOU฀CAN฀ASK฀YOUR฀CHILD฀MORE฀SPECIlC฀QUESTIONS฀ABOUT฀THE฀
SCHOOL฀DAY�฀4HERE฀LIKELY฀WILL฀BE฀BOTH฀WHOLE฀CLASS฀AND฀SMALLER฀
GROUP฀TIMES�฀4HERE฀USUALLY฀WILL฀BE฀SET฀TIMES฀FOR฀VIGOROUS฀ACTIVITY฀
OUTDOORS฀OR฀IN฀THE฀GYM�฀AND฀FOR฀MEALS฀AND฀SNACKS�฀)N฀A฀FULL
DAY฀
PROGRAM�฀CHILDREN฀MAY฀EVEN฀HAVE฀A฀REST฀TIME�฀#HILDREN฀MAY฀BE฀
SCHEDULED฀TO฀VISIT฀THE฀LIBRARY�฀COMPUTER฀CENTER�฀MUSIC฀OR฀ART฀ROOM�฀฀฀
!CTIVITIES฀IN฀TYPICAL฀ACADEMIC฀SUBJECT฀AREAS฀ARE฀OFTEN฀ARRANGED฀
TO฀ENCOURAGE฀CHILDREN฀TO฀INTERACT฀AND฀DEVELOP฀THEIR฀SOCIAL฀AND฀
PHYSICAL฀SKILLS฀AT฀THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀.O฀MATTER฀WHAT฀THE฀SCHEDULE฀OF฀
ACTIVITIES฀AND฀ROUTINES�฀THE฀MOST฀IMPORTANT฀THING฀IS฀THE฀QUALITY�฀
VARIETY�฀AND฀APPROPRIATENESS฀OF฀THE฀LEARNING฀EXPERIENCE�฀

&OR฀MORE�฀SEE฀h4HE฀4OP฀4EN฀3IGNS฀OF฀A฀'OOD฀+INDERGARTEN฀
#LASSROOMv฀WWW�NAEYC�ORG�ECE���������ASP฀PUBLISHED฀BY฀THE฀
.ATIONAL฀!SSOCIATION฀FOR฀THE฀%DUCATION฀OF฀9OUNG฀#HILDREN�

1
! ฀!฀RULE฀OF฀THUMB฀IS฀ABOUT฀��฀MINUTES฀A฀NIGHT฀OF฀HOMEWORK฀
PER฀GRADE�฀OFTEN�฀KINDERGARTNERS฀DON�T฀HAVE฀MUCH�฀IF฀ANY�฀
HOMEWORK�฀

1

! ฀(ERE฀ARE฀SOME฀GREAT฀BOOKS�฀AVAILABLE฀AT฀YOUR฀LOCAL฀OR฀
SCHOOL฀LIBRARY�฀THAT฀ARE฀A฀FUN฀WAY฀FOR฀YOU฀TO฀HELP฀YOUR฀CHILD฀
UNDERSTAND฀THE฀ROUTINES฀OF฀KINDERGARTEN�

฀

1

! ฀9OUNG฀CHILDREN฀ARE฀INTERESTED฀IN฀JUST฀ABOUT฀EVERYTHING฀THAT฀
GOES฀ON฀IN฀THE฀WORLD฀AND฀LEARN฀A฀LOT฀FROM฀EXPERIENCE�฀4AKING฀
WALKS฀AND฀LEARNING฀ABOUT฀THE฀SEASONS฀AND฀THE฀NATURAL฀WORLD฀
ARE฀EXCITING฀TO฀YOUNG฀CHILDREN�฀4RIPS฀TO฀PARKS�฀MUSEUMS฀AND฀
SPECIAL฀EVENTS฀ARE฀A฀hBIG฀DEALv฀TO฀LITTLE฀KIDS�฀4HEY�LL฀REMEMBER฀
SPECIAL฀OUTINGS฀AND฀PROCESS฀THE฀NEW฀INFORMATION฀FOR฀A฀LONG฀TIME�฀
4HERE฀ARE฀MANY฀LEARNING฀OPPORTUNITIES฀IN฀YOUR฀HOUSE฀AS฀WELL฀
�฀CHORES฀SUCH฀AS฀SETTING฀THE฀TABLE฀OR฀SORTING฀LAUNDRY฀CAN฀HELP฀
YOUNG฀CHILDREN฀LEARN฀ABOUT฀NUMBERS฀AND฀SORTING�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀
RESPONSIBILITY฀AND฀BEING฀PART฀OF฀A฀TEAM�฀6IGOROUS฀ACTIVITY฀AND฀PLAY฀
WITH฀OTHER฀CHILDREN฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀TOO�฀,IMIT฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀TELEVISION฀
AND฀VIDEO฀GAMES฀�฀RESEARCH฀SHOWS฀TOO฀MUCH฀OF฀THESE฀ACTIVITIES฀
INTERFERES฀WITH฀SCHOOL฀SUCCESS�฀

1

! ฀&IND฀OUT฀THE฀TEACHER�S฀PREFERENCES�฀4EACHERS฀RARELY฀LEAVE฀
THE฀CHILDREN฀DURING฀THE฀DAY�฀9OUR฀CHILD�S฀TEACHER฀MAY฀HAVE฀A฀
REGULAR฀PLANNING฀PERIOD฀DURING฀THE฀WEEK฀WHEN฀SHE฀CAN฀RETURN฀
PHONE฀CALLS�฀4HE฀OLD
FASHIONED฀hNOTE฀TO฀SCHOOLv฀STILL฀WORKS�฀
ALTHOUGH฀MANY฀TEACHERS฀AND฀SCHOOLS฀HAVE฀SET฀UP฀AN฀E
MAIL฀
SYSTEM฀FOR฀MORE฀REGULAR฀�฀AND฀EASIER฀�฀COMMUNICATION�฀!SK฀
TO฀SEE฀THE฀SCHOOL�S฀WEBSITE�฀IF฀THEY฀HAVE฀ONE�฀WHERE฀NOTES�฀
ASSIGNMENTS�฀AND฀ACTIVITIES฀ARE฀POSTED�฀4ELL฀THE฀TEACHER฀THE฀BEST฀
WAY฀AND฀TIME฀TO฀CONTACT฀YOU�



1

! ฀3CHOOL฀STAFF฀MAY฀BE฀IN฀CONTACT฀WITH฀YOU�฀OR฀YOUR฀CHILD฀MAY฀
TALK฀TO฀YOU฀OR฀COMPLAIN฀OF฀BEING฀SICK฀OR฀NOT฀WANTING฀TO฀GO฀TO฀SCHOOL�฀
,ISTEN฀TO฀YOUR฀CHILD฀AND฀EXPLORE฀POSSIBLE฀REASONS฀WITH฀THE฀TEACHER฀OR฀
SCHOOL฀STAFF�฀-ANY฀TIMES฀A฀SMALL฀PROBLEM฀CAN฀BE฀IDENTIlED฀AND฀EXTRA฀
SUPPORT฀GIVEN฀BEFORE฀A฀PROBLEM฀GROWS฀AND฀NEEDS฀MORE฀ATTENTION�

1

! ฀)F฀YOUR฀CHILD฀IS฀��฀HE฀CAN฀CONTINUE฀TO฀ATTEND฀THE฀%#3%฀
CLASS�฀OR฀BE฀PLACED฀FULL
฀OR฀PART
TIME฀IN฀A฀REGULAR฀KINDERGARTEN฀
CLASSROOM�฀4HE฀)NDIVIDUALIZED฀%DUCATION฀0LAN฀�)%0	฀DEVELOPED฀FOR฀
YOUR฀CHILD�฀WITH฀YOUR฀PARTICIPATION�฀CAN฀SPELL฀OUT฀THE฀PARTICULARS฀IN฀
A฀WAY฀THAT฀WILL฀BEST฀HELP฀YOUR฀CHILD฀LEARN�฀-AKE฀SURE฀YOU฀CONNECT฀
OFTEN฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀TEACHER฀SO฀THAT฀YOU฀KNOW฀HOW฀HE�S฀DOING�฀
(ELP฀HIM฀PRACTICE฀SKILLS฀AND฀ACTIVITIES฀AT฀HOME�฀฀9OU฀WILL฀ALWAYS฀BE฀
YOUR฀CHILD�S฀BEST฀ADVOCATE�

1

! ฀#HILDREN฀WHO฀ARE฀�฀ON฀OR฀BEFORE฀$ECEMBER฀�฀ARE฀LEGALLY฀
ENTITLED฀TO฀ENTER฀KINDERGARTEN�฀4HAT฀MEANS฀THAT฀YOUR฀LOCAL฀SCHOOL฀
DISTRICT฀MUST฀ALLOW฀ANY฀CHILD฀TO฀ENTER฀A฀REGULAR฀KINDERGARTEN฀CLASS฀
IF฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀IS฀OLD฀ENOUGH�฀#HILDREN฀WITH฀FALL฀BIRTHDATES฀MAY฀STILL฀BE฀
�฀WHEN฀SCHOOL฀STARTS�฀0ARENTS฀MAY฀ALSO฀CHOOSE฀TO฀KEEP฀THEIR฀CHILD฀
OUT฀OF฀KINDERGARTEN�฀BECAUSE฀CHILDREN฀ARE฀NOT฀REQUIRED฀TO฀BE฀IN฀
SCHOOL฀UNTIL฀THEY฀ARE฀�฀YEARS฀OLD�

1

! ฀3TATE฀LAW฀INDICATES฀THAT฀ANY฀CHILD฀WHO฀IS฀�฀ON฀OR฀BEFORE฀
$ECEMBER฀�฀MUST฀BE฀ENROLLED฀IN฀A฀PUBLIC฀OR฀PRIVATE฀SCHOOL฀OR฀BE฀
HOME
SCHOOLED�฀!฀CHILD฀WHO฀DOES฀NOT฀GO฀TO฀KINDERGARTEN฀AT฀AGE฀�฀
MAY฀BE฀PLACED฀INTO฀KINDERGARTEN฀OR฀lRST฀GRADE฀THE฀NEXT฀YEAR�฀

1

! ฀3OME฀DISTRICTS฀OFFER฀A฀TWO
YEAR฀KINDERGARTEN฀FOR฀CHILDREN฀
WHO฀SEEM฀LESS฀PREPARED฀TO฀SUCCEED฀IN฀KINDERGARTEN�฀"EFORE฀
ENROLLING฀A฀CHILD฀IN฀AN฀EXTRA
YEAR฀PROGRAM�฀IT฀IS฀A฀GOOD฀IDEA฀TO฀
BE฀ABSOLUTELY฀SURE฀THAT฀THE฀CHILD�S฀hYOUNGNESSv฀IS฀NOT฀REALLY฀A฀
LEARNING฀DIFFERENCE฀OR฀DISABILITY�฀#HILDREN฀WITH฀LEARNING฀PROBLEMS฀
BENElT฀MOST฀FROM฀DIRECT฀ATTENTION฀RELATED฀TO฀THE฀DIFlCULTY�฀฀
!TTENDING฀A฀TWO
YEAR฀KINDERGARTEN฀ALSO฀MEANS฀THAT฀CHILD฀WILL฀BE฀
OLDER฀THAN฀HIS�HER฀CLASSMATES฀ALL฀THROUGH฀SCHOOL�฀AND฀THIS฀MAY฀
BECOME฀A฀SOCIAL฀PROBLEM฀IN฀MIDDLE฀AND฀HIGH฀SCHOOL�

1

! ฀3TATE฀LAW฀REQUIRES฀THAT฀KINDERGARTEN฀CHILDREN฀ATTEND฀FOR฀HALF฀
THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀HOURS฀REQUIRED฀FOR฀OLDER฀CHILDREN฀IN฀GRADES฀�
���฀
$ISTRICTS฀CHOOSE฀VARYING฀SCHEDULES�฀INCLUDING฀!-฀ONLY�฀0-฀ONLY�฀
ALTERNATE฀DAYS฀AND฀FULL฀DAY�฀-ANY฀DISTRICTS฀IN฀-ICHIGAN฀OFFER฀A฀
FULL
DAY�฀EVERY฀DAY฀PROGRAM฀FOR฀KINDERGARTNERS�฀FEELING฀THAT฀THERE฀
IS฀SO฀MUCH฀FOR฀THEM฀TO฀LEARN฀THAT฀IT฀IS฀NOT฀POSSIBLE฀TO฀TEACH฀IT฀ALL฀
IN฀A฀HALF
DAY฀PROGRAM�฀/THER฀DISTRICTS฀OFFER฀BEFORE
฀OR฀AFTER
SCHOOL฀
PROGRAMS฀TO฀ACCOMMODATE฀WORKING฀PARENTS�฀

1

! ฀$ISTRICTS฀CANNOT฀CHARGE฀FOR฀KINDERGARTEN�฀BUT฀THEY฀CAN฀
CHARGE฀IF฀THEY฀ARRANGE฀FOR฀PART฀OF฀THE฀DAY฀TO฀BE฀CONSIDERED฀A฀
BEFORE
฀OR฀AFTER
SCHOOL฀PROGRAM�฀AND฀GET฀IT฀APPROVED฀AS฀SUCH฀BY฀
THE฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀(UMAN฀3ERVICES฀�$(3	�฀0ARENTS฀SHOULD฀BE฀
CLEARLY฀TOLD฀THAT฀THE฀PART฀OF฀THE฀DAY฀THEY฀ARE฀PAYING฀FOR฀IS฀APPROVED฀
AS฀CHILDCARE�฀AND฀THE฀APPROVAL�LICENSE฀SHOULD฀BE฀DISPLAYED฀
IN฀THE฀CLASSROOM฀OR฀OFlCE�฀4HE฀SECOND฀PART฀OF฀THE฀DAY฀IS฀THEN฀
CONSIDERED฀CHILDCARE�฀NOT฀SCHOOL�฀AND฀PARENTS฀CAN฀PAY฀TUITION�฀
)F฀THEY฀QUALIFY�฀PARENTS฀MAY฀RECEIVE฀A฀SUBSIDY฀FROM฀THE฀$(3฀TO฀
ASSIST฀WITH฀FEES�฀

1

! ฀4HE฀PLACEMENT฀OF฀YOUR฀CHILD฀AS฀A฀�฀YEAR฀OLD฀IS฀UP฀TO฀THE฀
SCHOOL฀DISTRICT�฀)T฀MIGHT฀BE฀HELPFUL฀TO฀lND฀OUT฀JUST฀WHAT฀YOUR฀CHILD฀IS฀
MISSING฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀KNOWLEDGE฀OR฀SKILLS�฀SOME฀SHORT
TERM฀TUTORING฀
MIGHT฀HELP฀HIM
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7HEN฀$ON฀*OZWIAK�S฀DAUGHTER฀
3OPHIA฀WAS฀IN฀lRST฀GRADE�฀
SHE฀BROUGHT฀HOME฀A฀NEW฀

BOOK฀TO฀READ฀ALOUD฀EACH฀NIGHT�฀3HE฀ALSO฀
BROUGHT฀HOME฀SPELLING฀LISTS฀EACH฀WEEK�฀
"UT฀MATH฀HOMEWORK฀NEVER฀FOUND฀ITS฀
WAY฀INTO฀HER฀BACKPACK�฀*OZWIAK�S฀lRST฀
REACTION฀WAS฀RELIEF�฀-ATH฀WAS฀NEVER฀HIS฀
STRONG฀SUIT�฀AND฀HE฀DREADED฀THE฀DAY฀
3OPHIA฀WOULD฀SIT฀AT฀THE฀KITCHEN฀TABLE฀
PUZZLING฀OVER฀LONG฀DIVISION�฀(IS฀SECOND฀
REACTION�฀HOWEVER�฀WAS฀CONCERN�฀-AYBE฀
IF฀3OPHIA฀WERE฀ASSIGNED฀MATH฀HOMEWORK฀
IN฀lRST฀GRADE�฀LONG฀DIVISION฀WOULDN�T฀BE฀
SO฀HARD฀A฀FEW฀YEARS฀DOWN฀THE฀ROAD�฀

h+IDS฀STRUGGLE฀LATER฀ON฀IF฀THEY฀DON�T฀
HAVE฀THOSE฀RUDIMENTARY฀MATH฀SKILLS฀
MASTERED�v฀SAYS฀&ARMINGTON฀(ILLS฀
SEVENTH฀GRADE฀SCIENCE฀TEACHER฀,ESLIE฀
"ARON�฀h.OT฀HAVING฀MEMORIZED฀THE฀TIMES฀
TABLES�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀COMES฀BACK฀TO฀HAUNT฀
THEM฀TIME฀AND฀TIME฀AGAIN�฀)T฀BREAKS฀
MY฀HEART฀WHEN฀)฀SEE฀MY฀STUDENTS฀USING฀
THEIR฀lNGERS฀TO฀DO฀MATH�฀THOSE฀KIDS฀LACK฀
CONlDENCE฀IN฀OTHER฀AREAS฀TOO�v

"ARON฀HAD฀SIMILAR฀CONCERNS฀FOR฀HER฀OWN฀
SON�S฀MATH฀EDUCATION฀WHEN฀HE฀WAS฀IN฀
SECOND฀GRADE�฀3O฀SHE฀ENCOURAGED฀HIM฀
TO฀JOIN฀HIS฀&ARMINGTON฀(ILLS฀ELEMENTARY฀
SCHOOL�S฀-ATHEMATICS฀0ENTATHLON฀TEAM�฀

-ATH฀0ENTATHLON฀IS฀A฀PROGRAM฀OF฀
INTERACTIVE฀PROBLEM
SOLVING฀GAMES฀
THROUGH฀WHICH฀STUDENTS฀DEVELOP฀AND฀
PRACTICE฀IMPORTANT฀MATH฀CONCEPTS฀�FOR฀
DETAILS�฀GO฀TO฀WWW�MATHPENTATH�ORG	�฀
!FTER฀LEARNING฀AND฀MASTERING฀THE฀��฀
GAMES฀THROUGH฀AFTER
SCHOOL฀PRACTICE฀
SESSIONS�฀TEAMS฀GO฀ON฀TO฀COMPETE฀WITH฀
STUDENTS฀FROM฀OTHER฀SCHOOLS฀AT฀LOCAL�฀
STATE฀AND฀NATIONAL฀TOURNAMENTS�฀

h)฀LIKE฀-ATH฀0ENTATHLON฀BECAUSE฀THE฀GAMES฀
TEACH฀DIFFERENT฀THINKING฀SKILLS฀AND฀SHOW฀
THAT฀THERE�S฀MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀WAY฀TO฀SOLVE฀
A฀PROBLEM�v฀SAYS฀"ARON�฀(ER฀SON�฀*AKE�฀
NOW฀IN฀SIXTH฀GRADE�฀LIKES฀-ATH฀0ENTATHLON฀
BECAUSE�฀HE฀SAYS�฀hIT�S฀FUN�v

"ARON฀HELPED฀OUT฀WITH฀A฀-ATH฀
0ENTATHLON฀PROGRAM฀LAST฀YEAR฀IN฀HER฀
DAUGHTER฀%MILY�S฀lRST฀GRADE฀CLASS�฀TAUGHT฀
BY฀.ANCY฀+EEGAN�฀฀h%XPECTATIONS฀FOR฀
WHAT฀lRST฀GRADERS฀SHOULD฀KNOW฀HAVE฀
CHANGED฀SINCE฀)฀BEGAN฀TEACHING฀��฀YEARS฀

!DD฀5P
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AGO�v฀+EEGAN฀SAYS�฀h4HE฀BAR฀HAS฀BEEN฀
RAISED฀TREMENDOUSLY�v฀

+EEGAN฀SAYS฀A฀MAJOR฀DIFFERENCE฀IS฀THAT฀
EDUCATORS฀DON�T฀JUST฀WANT฀STUDENTS฀TO฀DO฀
MATH฀OPERATIONS฀BUT฀TO฀REALLY฀UNDERSTAND฀
THE฀PROCESS�฀h/UR฀CURRENT฀APPROACH฀TO฀
TEACHING฀MATH฀CREATES฀MORE฀�CURIOUS	฀
KIDS�v฀SHE฀SAYS�฀h)T฀MAKES฀MATH฀FUN฀AND฀
MORE฀PRACTICAL฀IN฀DAY
TO
DAY฀LIFE�v

+EEGAN฀SAYS฀PARENTS฀CAN฀EASILY฀lND฀AT

HOME฀MATH฀EXERCISES฀AS฀WELL�฀h)F฀YOU�RE฀
MAKING฀COOKIES�฀COUNT฀THE฀EGGS�฀-EASURE฀
THE฀mOUR�฀(OW฀MANY฀TABLESPOONS฀EQUAL฀A฀
QUARTER
CUP�฀-ATH฀IS฀SO฀BROAD�฀)T฀DOESN�T฀
COME฀SIMPLY฀FROM฀A฀BOOK�฀)T�S฀ALL฀฀
AROUND฀US�v

#HRISTINE฀&ERGUSON�฀A฀7ATERFORD฀lFTH฀
GRADE฀TEACHER�฀SUGGESTS฀PARENTS฀PLAY฀THE฀
hSILLY฀QUESTION฀GAMEv฀WITH฀THEIR฀KIDS�฀
h)F฀YOUR฀CHILD฀ASKS฀YOU�฀@7HAT฀TIME฀ARE฀
WE฀GOING฀TO฀THE฀PARK��฀YOU฀MIGHT฀SAY�฀
@7HAT฀TIME฀IS฀IT฀NOW��฀!ND฀THEN�฀@7E�RE฀
LEAVING฀IN฀��฀MINUTES�฀7HAT฀TIME฀WILL฀IT฀
BE฀THEN��v฀

&ERGUSON฀SAYS฀THE฀GAME฀CAN฀OCCUR฀
OUTSIDE฀THE฀HOME฀IN฀PLACES฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀
GROCERY฀STORE�฀฀h7E฀HAVE฀��฀TO฀SPEND฀ON฀
TREATS�฀(OW฀MUCH฀ARE฀THOSE฀COOKIES�฀
#AN฀WE฀AFFORD฀COOKIES฀AND฀ICE฀CREAM�v฀
3HE฀ADDS�฀h-AKE฀IT฀PART฀OF฀YOUR฀REGULAR฀

DAY�฀EVERY฀DAY�฀$OING฀THAT฀MAKES฀IT฀
SEEMS฀LESS฀LIKE฀TEACHING฀AND฀MORE฀LIKE฀
PROBLEM
SOLVING�v

7HEN฀IT฀COMES฀TO฀PARENTS฀HELPING฀
WITH฀ACTUAL฀MATH฀HOMEWORK�฀HOWEVER�฀
&ERGUSON฀OFFERS฀A฀DIFFERENT฀APPROACH�฀
h3IT฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILD฀ONE
ON
ONE฀AND฀ASK฀
HIM฀TO฀WORK฀OUT฀THE฀PROBLEM�฀)F฀HE฀SAYS�฀
@)฀DON�T฀GET฀IT��฀TELL฀HIM฀TO฀TAKE฀IT฀AS฀FAR฀
AS฀HE฀CAN฀GO�฀/NCE฀YOU฀SEE฀WHERE฀HE�S฀
GETTING฀STUCK�฀EXPLAIN฀THAT฀STEP�฀WORK฀
THROUGH฀THE฀NEXT฀PROBLEM฀TOGETHER�฀AND฀
KEEP฀SITTING฀THERE฀AND฀WATCHING฀UNTIL฀HE฀
CAN฀DO฀IT฀ON฀HIS฀OWN�v

&ERGUSON฀SAYS฀THERE�S฀NO฀SHAME฀IN฀PARENTS฀
ASKING฀THEIR฀CHILD�S฀TEACHER฀FOR฀A฀QUICK฀
REFRESHER฀COURSE฀IN�฀SAY�฀DECIMAL฀DIVISION�฀
IF฀THEIR฀MEMORIES฀ARE฀A฀LITTLE฀HAZY�฀

+EEGAN฀ADDS฀THAT฀PARENTS฀SHOULD฀BE฀ON฀THE฀
LOOKOUT฀FOR฀SIGNS฀THAT฀A฀NEW฀MATH฀CONCEPT฀
ISN�T฀CLICKING฀FOR฀THEIR฀KIDS�฀h)F฀THEY�VE฀
BEEN฀SHOWN฀TWO฀OR฀THREE฀TIMES฀HOW฀TO฀DO฀
SOMETHING฀AND฀THEY฀STILL฀DON�T฀GET฀IT�฀OR฀IF฀
THEY฀SEEM฀TO฀HAVE฀IT฀ONE฀DAY฀AND฀IT�S฀GONE฀
THE฀NEXT�฀YOU฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀AWARE฀THAT฀THEY฀
MIGHT฀NEED฀SOME฀EXTRA฀HELP�v฀SHE฀SAYS�฀
h(ELPING฀THEM฀GRASP฀MATH฀NOW฀SETS฀THE฀
FOUNDATION฀FOR฀LATER฀SUCCESS�v

2EBECCA฀+AVANAGH฀IS฀A฀FREELANCE฀WRITER฀AND฀MOTHER฀
OF฀TWO฀FROM฀&ARMINGTON฀(ILLS�

7EB฀#ONNECTIONS
#HECK฀OUT฀THESE฀WEBSITES฀FOR฀
INTERACTIVE฀MATH฀ACTIVITIES

WWW�FUNBRAIN�COM�BRAIN�MATHBRAIN�MATHBRAIN�HTML฀
!฀TRIP฀TO฀THIS฀SITE�S฀-ATH฀!RCADE฀BEGINS฀WITH฀
CHOOSING฀A฀SKILL฀LEVEL฀FROM฀lRST฀THROUGH฀EIGHTH฀
GRADE�฀0LAYERS฀MUST฀THEN฀BEAT฀THE฀GAMES฀IN฀A฀
CERTAIN฀ORDER฀TO฀ADVANCE฀AND฀WIN�

WWW�MULTIPLICATION�COM�INTERACTIVE?GAMES�HTM฀
4ITLES฀SUCH฀AS฀4IMEZ฀!TTACK฀AND฀3PACE฀3HUTTLE฀
PUT฀AN฀ELEMENT฀OF฀ADVENTURE฀INTO฀LEARNING฀
MATH฀FACTS�

WWW�PRIMARYGAMES�COM�MATH�HTM฀)N฀-ATH฀
3EARCH�฀KIDS฀MUST฀lRST฀SOLVE฀THE฀EQUATION฀AND฀
THEN฀lND฀IT฀IN฀A฀GRID฀OF฀NUMBERS�฀7ORD฀3EARCH฀
STYLE�฀!LSO฀ON฀TAP฀IS฀3UDOKU�฀THE฀HOT฀LOGIC฀GAME฀
THAT฀EVEN฀GROWN
UPS฀CAN�T฀GET฀ENOUGH฀OF�฀!LL฀
GAMES฀ARE฀TIMED฀FOR฀ADDED฀EXCITEMENT�

WWW�MATHFACTCAFE�COM�฀0ARENTS฀CAN฀PRINT฀PRE

MADE฀FACT฀SHEETS฀OR฀CREATE฀THEIR฀OWN�฀4HERE�S฀
ALSO฀A฀SPOT฀WHERE฀KIDS฀CAN฀WORK฀WITH฀ONLINE฀
mASH฀CARDS฀TARGETED฀TO฀THEIR฀SKILL฀LEVEL�

WWW�APLUSMATH�COM�฀4HE฀GAME฀ROOM฀INCLUDES฀
A฀COMBINATION฀BINGO
MATH฀GAME�฀A฀MATH฀
VERSION฀OF฀HIDDEN฀PICTURE฀AND฀THE฀EVER฀POPULAR฀
0LANET฀"LASTER�฀4HE฀SITE฀ALSO฀OFFERS฀A฀(OMEWORK฀
(ELPER�฀WHERE฀STUDENTS฀CAN฀INPUT฀A฀PROBLEM฀
AND฀THEIR฀ANSWER�฀AND฀THE฀(ELPER฀WILL฀TELL฀THEM฀
WHETHER฀THEY�RE฀RIGHT�

WWW�MATHCATS�COM�CONTENTS�HTML฀)N฀ADDITION฀
TO฀UNIQUE฀GAMES฀AND฀COOL฀MATH฀ART฀PROJECTS�฀
-ATH฀#ATS฀OFFERS฀A฀TOOL฀THAT฀ALLOWS฀STUDENTS฀TO฀
lGURE฀OUT฀EXACTLY฀HOW฀OLD฀THEY฀ARE฀DOWN฀TO฀
THE฀SECOND�

s฀ 7ATCH฀THE฀CLOCK�฀"E฀SURE฀YOU฀HAVE฀AT฀LEAST฀
ONE฀ANALOG฀�NON
DIGITAL	฀CLOCK฀IN฀THE฀HOUSE฀
THAT฀INCLUDES฀ALL฀THE฀NUMBERS฀�NOT฀JUST฀��฀��฀�฀
AND฀��	�฀4HEN฀AS฀OFTEN฀AS฀YOU฀THINK฀OF฀IT�฀ASK฀
YOUR฀CHILD฀TO฀TELL฀YOU฀THE฀TIME�฀

s฀ 'IVE฀AN฀ALLOWANCE�฀3ET฀UP฀A฀SYSTEM฀FOR฀
YOUNGER฀CHILDREN฀THROUGH฀WHICH฀THEY฀EARN�฀
SAY�฀A฀NICKEL฀EACH฀TIME฀THEY฀COMPLETE฀A฀CHORE�฀
4HEN฀HELP฀THEM฀CHART฀THEIR฀EARNINGS฀AND฀
COUNT฀OUT฀THEIR฀PAY฀AT฀THE฀END฀OF฀THE฀WEEK�฀
&OR฀OLDER฀CHILDREN�฀INCLUDE฀LUNCH฀MONEY฀INTO฀
THEIR฀ALLOWANCE฀AND฀HELP฀THEM฀CREATE฀AND฀
KEEP฀A฀BUDGET�

s฀ %STIMATE฀AND฀COUNT฀EVERYTHING�฀(OW฀
MANY฀STEPS฀DO฀YOU฀THINK฀THERE฀ARE฀IN฀THE฀
STAIRCASE�฀(AVE฀EVERYONE฀PLACE฀A฀GUESS�฀AND฀
THEN฀COUNT฀THEM฀TOGETHER�฀4HIS฀GAME฀CAN฀TAKE฀
PLACE฀SPONTANEOUSLY฀THROUGHOUT฀THE฀DAY�฀NO฀
MATTER฀WHERE฀YOU฀ARE�฀(OW฀MUCH฀MONEY฀DO฀
YOU฀THINK฀THIS฀CART฀FULL฀OF฀GROCERIES฀WILL฀COST�฀
(OW฀MANY฀ITEMS฀ARE฀THERE฀IN฀THE฀GROCERY฀

CART�฀(OW฀MUCH฀WILL฀THAT฀BUNCH฀OF฀BANANAS฀
WEIGH�฀!LL฀OF฀THE฀ANSWERS฀CAN฀BE฀FOUND฀ON฀THE฀
SALES฀RECEIPT�฀4HE฀CHILDREN฀CAN฀lND฀AND฀REPEAT฀
THESE฀ANSWERS฀ON฀THE฀WAY฀HOME�

s฀ 'O฀OUTSIDE�฀3ET฀UP฀A฀RAIN฀GAUGE�฀MEASURE฀
YOUR฀SHADOWS�฀ESTIMATE฀HOW฀MANY฀BLADES฀OF฀
GRASS฀ARE฀POKING฀THROUGH฀THAT฀CRACK฀IN฀THE฀
SIDEWALK฀�฀-OTHER฀.ATURE฀IS฀A฀GREAT฀MATH฀
TUTOR�

s฀ "OWL฀THEM฀OVER�฀(EAD฀TO฀YOUR฀LOCAL฀
BOWLING฀ALLEY฀AND฀ASK฀FOR฀AN฀OLD
FASHIONED฀
SCORECARD฀RATHER฀THAN฀USING฀THE฀ELECTRONIC฀
SCOREKEEPER�฀(AND฀A฀PENCIL฀TO฀YOUR฀CHILD฀AND฀
LET฀HER฀KEEP฀TALLY�

s฀ 'ET฀COOKING�฀#OUNTING฀CHOCOLATE฀CHIPS�฀
MEASURING฀INGREDIENTS฀AND฀WATCHING฀THE฀TIMER฀
ARE฀ALL฀MATH฀LESSONS�฀-ATH฀AND฀COOKING฀GO฀
HAND
IN
HAND�฀!ND฀THE฀END฀RESULT฀IS฀ALWAYS฀
DELICIOUS�

s฀ 3HUFmE฀UP�฀7HETHER฀YOU�RE฀PLAYING฀
#ONCENTRATION�฀#RAZY฀%IGHTS฀OR฀3OLITAIRE�฀A฀
SIMPLE฀DECK฀OF฀CARDS฀CAN฀LEAD฀TO฀NUMEROUS฀
MATH฀LESSONS�฀/NE฀GOOD฀ALTERNATIVE฀IS฀!DDITION฀
7AR�฀4HE฀DEALER฀PASSES฀OUT฀ALL฀THE฀CARDS�฀WHICH฀
ARE฀KEPT฀FACE฀DOWN฀IN฀PILES�฀%ACH฀PLAYER฀TURNS฀
UP฀TWO฀CARDS�฀4HE฀PERSON฀WITH฀THE฀HIGHEST฀
SUM฀WINS฀THE฀HAND฀AND฀COLLECTS฀ALL฀FOUR฀CARDS�฀
4HIS฀CAN฀BE฀DONE฀WITH฀MULTIPLICATION฀AS฀WELL�

s฀ 0LAY฀BOARD฀GAMES�฀%VEN฀THE฀SIMPLEST฀
CHILDREN�S฀GAMES฀SUCH฀AS฀#HUTES฀AND฀,ADDERS฀
OR฀#ANDYLAND฀REQUIRE฀COUNTING�฀+ICK฀IT฀UP฀A฀
NOTCH฀WITH฀-ONOPOLY฀TO฀GIVE฀OLDER฀CHILDREN฀
PRACTICE฀ADDING฀LARGE฀SUMS�฀+IDS฀�฀TO฀�฀WILL฀
APPRECIATE฀-ONOPOLY฀*UNIOR�฀WHICH฀TAKES฀PLACE฀
AT฀AN฀AMUSEMENT฀PARK�

s฀฀ $UMP฀OUT฀THE฀COIN฀JAR�฀%VEN฀
KINDERGARTNERS฀CAN฀COUNT฀AND฀SORT�฀/LDER฀
CHILDREN฀SHOULD฀NAME฀THE฀COINS฀AND฀USE฀THEM฀
TO฀COUNT฀BY฀�S�฀�S�฀��S฀AND฀��S�฀!WARD฀A฀
QUARTER฀TO฀STAR฀PERFORMERS�

����&5.฀!฀PLAYFUL฀APPROACH฀TO฀MATH
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$URING฀A฀VISIT฀TO฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀
SCHOOL�฀YOU฀NOTICE฀THAT฀YOUR฀
CHILD฀SEEMS฀ISOLATED฀ON฀THE฀

PLAYGROUND�฀)N฀THE฀CLASSROOM�฀HE฀OFTEN฀
SITS฀OFF฀BY฀HIMSELF�฀!T฀HOME�฀HE฀SAYS฀
HE฀HAS฀NO฀FRIENDS�฀OR฀THAT฀HE฀DOESN�T฀
LIKE฀SCHOOL�฀!T฀THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀WHEN฀
HE�S฀WITH฀FAMILY฀OR฀THE฀BOY฀NEXT฀DOOR฀
HE฀KNOWS฀WELL�฀HE�S฀lNE�฀!ND฀YOU�VE฀
ALREADY฀RULED฀OUT฀ANY฀SERIOUS฀DISORDERS�฀
SUCH฀AS฀AUTISM�฀

7HAT฀YOU฀HAVE฀IS฀A฀SOCIALLY฀INHIBITED฀
CHILD�฀3UCH฀SHY฀CHILDREN฀SEEM฀TO฀HAVE฀
TROUBLE฀lTTING฀IN฀OR฀EVEN฀TALKING฀TO฀
OTHERS�฀-AKING฀EXCUSES฀LIKE�฀h(E�S฀JUST฀
SHY�v฀DOESN�T฀SOLVE฀ANYTHING�฀!ND฀IN฀
SCHOOL�฀EXCESSIVE฀SHYNESS฀CAN฀LEAD฀TO฀
ISOLATION�฀INTIMIDATION฀AND฀TROUBLE฀฀
WITH฀LEARNING�฀9ET�฀BECAUSE฀SHY฀CHILDREN฀
ARE฀NOT฀LEARNING฀DISABLED฀OR฀REQUIRE฀
FORMAL฀MENTAL฀HEALTH฀SERVICES�฀THEY฀
OFTEN฀CAN฀BE฀OVERLOOKED�฀0ARENTS฀END฀
UP฀TRYING฀TO฀lGURE฀OUT฀WHAT฀TO฀DO�฀OFTEN฀
WITH฀LIMITED฀SUCCESS�

+ELLY฀-IX�฀AN฀ASSOCIATE฀PROFESSOR฀OF฀
%DUCATIONAL฀0SYCHOLOGY฀AT฀-ICHIGAN฀
3TATE฀5NIVERSITY�฀SAYS฀CERTAIN฀SIGNS฀
INDICATE฀POSSIBLE฀SOCIAL฀SHYNESS�฀)N฀
EARLY฀CHILDHOOD�฀IT฀IS฀NORMAL฀FOR฀A฀฀
CHILD฀TO฀PLAY฀ALONE฀NEXT฀TO฀ANOTHER฀
CHILD฀PLAYING฀ALONE฀�฀CALLED฀hPARALLEL฀
PLAY�v฀"UT฀BY฀KINDERGARTEN฀CHILDREN฀
SHOULD฀BE฀INTERACTING฀WITH฀PLAYMATES฀
FAIRLY฀EASILY�฀h)F฀YOU�RE฀NOT฀SEEING฀SOCIAL฀
PLAY�฀YOU฀MIGHT฀WORRY฀ABOUT฀THAT�฀9OU฀
WANT฀TO฀SEE฀CHILDREN฀NOTICING฀EACH฀
OTHER�v฀-IX฀SAYS�

%ARLY฀SOCIALIZATION฀WITH฀FRIENDS฀AND฀
FAMILY฀CAN฀HELP฀CHILDREN฀FEEL฀MORE฀
OUTGOING�฀!ND฀A฀COLD�฀REJECTING฀
ENVIRONMENT�฀AT฀HOME฀OR฀ELSEWHERE�฀
WILL฀HAVE฀THE฀OPPOSITE฀EFFECT�฀
5NCHECKED�฀SOCIALLY฀ISOLATED฀CHILDREN฀
CAN฀SPIRAL฀INTO฀A฀CYCLE฀OF฀REJECTION฀
THROUGH฀ELEMENTARY฀SCHOOL฀AND฀INTO฀
THE฀TEEN฀YEARS�฀WHEN฀THERE฀IS฀A฀HIGHER฀
CHANCE฀THAT฀THEY�LL฀IDENTIFY฀WITH฀OTHER฀
ANTI
SOCIAL฀KIDS�฀h2EJECTED฀KIDS฀BEGIN฀
TO฀IDENTIFY฀WITH฀EACH฀OTHER�฀4HEY฀DON�T฀
CARE฀THAT฀THEY฀ARE฀mUNKING�฀THEY฀DON�T฀
CARE฀BECAUSE฀THAT฀IS฀WHAT฀THEIR฀SOCIAL฀
GROUP฀IS฀DOING�v฀SAYS฀-IX�

3HYNESS�฀IN฀ITSELF�฀IS฀NOT฀A฀PROBLEM�฀฀
.OT฀EVERY฀KID฀IS฀GOING฀TO฀BE฀POPULAR�฀
AND฀LOTS฀OF฀CHILDREN฀IDENTIFY฀WITH฀ONE฀
FRIEND�฀AND฀THAT�S฀JUST฀lNE�฀"UT฀MANY฀
STUDENTS฀WHO฀HAVE฀REDUCED฀SOCIAL฀฀
SKILLS฀lND฀THEMSELVES฀IN฀THE฀REJECTED฀฀
OR฀ISOLATED฀SUBGROUPS฀OF฀THE฀SCHOOL�S฀
SOCIAL฀HIERARCHY�฀!ND฀EVEN฀IF฀A฀CHILD฀
SUCCEEDS฀ACADEMICALLY�฀TROUBLE฀BEING฀
ACCEPTED฀WILL฀SHAPE฀HIS฀OR฀HER฀ATTITUDE฀
ABOUT฀SCHOOL�฀

%ILEEN฀"OND�฀A฀SOCIAL฀WORKER฀AND฀
SUPERVISING฀FACULTY฀AT฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀
-ICHIGAN฀#ENTER฀FOR฀#HILD฀AND฀&AMILY�฀
SAYS฀TEACHING฀CHILDREN฀A฀CURRICULUM฀
OF฀SOCIAL฀COMPETENCIES฀SHOULD฀BE฀
AS฀IMPORTANT฀AS฀ACADEMICS�฀h3OCIAL฀
SUCCESS฀IS฀A฀KEY฀INDICATOR฀OF฀HOW฀WELL฀
PEOPLE฀DO฀IN฀THE฀WORLD�v฀SHE฀SAYS�฀

)N฀THE฀GROUP฀SESSIONS฀SHE฀OVERSEES฀WITH฀
GRADUATE฀STUDENTS฀WORKING฀WITH฀YOUNG฀
STUDENTS�฀"OND฀SAYS฀CHILDREN฀ARE฀GIVEN฀
OPPORTUNITIES฀TO฀PRACTICE฀DIFFERENT฀WAYS฀
TO฀INTERACT฀POSITIVELY฀WITH฀OTHERS�฀4HEN฀
THEY฀ARE฀GIVEN฀HOMEWORK฀TO฀TRY฀TO฀TRY฀
THE฀BEHAVIOR฀WITH฀OTHERS�฀3HE฀SAYS฀IF฀
CHILDREN฀CAN฀LEARN฀THE฀DOS฀AND฀DON�TS฀OF฀
MAKING฀CONNECTIONS�฀LEARN฀HOW฀TO฀START฀
CONVERSATION�฀ACTIVELY฀LISTEN฀AND฀DEAL฀

3OCIAL฀)NTERACTION
3IGNS฀AND฀3OLUTIONS฀

(ERE฀ARE฀SIGNS฀THAT฀MAY฀INDICATE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀
HAS฀PROBLEMS฀WITH฀SOCIAL฀INTERACTION�฀

,ITTLE฀EYE฀CONTACT฀WHEN฀LISTENING฀OR฀TALKING

(AS฀TROUBLE฀UNDERSTANDING฀NON
VERBAL฀MESSAGES

'ETS฀VERY฀ANXIOUS

7ITHDRAWN

'ETS฀PICKED฀ON฀AT฀SCHOOL

$OESN�T฀WANT฀TO฀GO฀TO฀SCHOOL

"LAMES฀OTHERS฀FOR฀THINGS฀THAT฀HAPPEN

3AYS฀THINGS฀LIKE฀h.OBODY฀LIKES฀MEv

.OT฀DOING฀WELL฀IN฀CLASS

.OT฀HAVING฀INTERACTION฀OUTSIDE฀SCHOOL

(ERE฀ARE฀WAYS฀TO฀HELP฀IMPROVE฀YOUR฀
CHILD�S฀SOCIAL฀SKILLS฀AT฀HOME฀AND฀SCHOOL�

��฀ 3CHEDULE฀ONE
ON
ONE฀PLAY฀DATES฀฀
OUTSIDE฀SCHOOL�

��฀ 7HEN฀APPROACHING฀A฀GROUP�฀DON�T฀HAVE฀YOUR฀
CHILD฀ASK฀h#AN฀)฀PLAY�฀TOO�v฀)NSTEAD�฀TEACH฀YOUR฀
CHILD฀TO฀MIMIC฀THE฀PLAY฀OF฀OTHERS�฀)F฀EVERYONE฀IS฀
DIGGING฀IN฀THE฀SAND�฀JUST฀DIG�฀TOO�฀#ONVERSATION฀
WILL฀BUILD฀FROM฀THERE�

��฀ 4ALK฀TO฀THE฀TEACHER฀ABOUT฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀฀
SHYNESS�฀/FTEN฀PAIRING฀A฀SOCIALLY฀INHIBITED฀฀
CHILD฀WITH฀A฀MORE฀TALKATIVE฀ONE฀CAN฀HELP฀฀
FOSTER฀COOPERATION�฀

��฀ (ELP฀YOUR฀CHILD฀HIGHLIGHT฀SOMETHING฀HE฀฀
OR฀SHE฀IS฀INTERESTED฀IN฀OR฀GOOD฀AT฀DURING฀
SHARING฀TIME฀AT฀SCHOOL�฀4HIS฀CAN฀INCREASE฀฀
HIS฀OR฀HER฀STATUS฀WITH฀FELLOW฀STUDENTS�

��฀ (ELP฀SET฀UP฀THE฀RULE฀h9OU฀CAN�T฀SAY฀YOU฀฀
CAN�T฀PLAYv฀AT฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀SCHOOL�฀)F฀KIDS฀฀
KNOW฀THAT฀NEGATIVE฀TALK฀WILL฀NOT฀BE฀ALLOWED�฀฀
IT฀ESTABLISHES฀A฀PLACE฀FOR฀ACCEPTANCE฀฀
AND฀LEARNING�฀

(%,0).'฀฀4(%฀
SHY฀CHILD฀#/0%

"Y฀!LICE฀2HEIN
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WITH฀BULLIES฀AND฀TEASING�฀THEY฀WILL฀FEEL฀
MUCH฀MORE฀COMFORTABLE฀SOCIALLY�

3OME฀RESEARCHERS฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀CHILDREN฀
ARE฀BORN฀WITH฀SOCIAL฀ABILITIES�฀JUST฀AS฀
THEY฀ARE฀BORN฀WITH฀GOOD฀LANGUAGE฀OR฀
PHYSICAL฀SKILLS�฀"OND฀BELIEVES฀THAT฀
QUALITIES฀CHILDREN฀ARE฀BORN฀WITH฀AND฀THEIR฀
ENVIRONMENT฀COMBINE฀TO฀SHAPE฀THEIR฀
PERSONALITIES�฀3OME฀CHILDREN฀NATURALLY฀
FEEL฀COMFORTABLE฀APPROACHING฀OTHERS�฀AND฀
SOME฀DON�T฀�฀AND฀SO฀THEY฀WITHDRAW฀FROM฀
SOCIAL฀INTERACTION�฀SHE฀SAYS�

4HIRD฀GRADE฀TEACHER฀,ISA฀-OMBLANCO฀
SAYS฀GIVING฀CONSISTENT฀AND฀CONSTRUCTIVE฀
FEEDBACK฀TO฀PARENTS฀IS฀ONE฀WAY฀TO฀
HELP฀THEM฀HELP฀SHY฀CHILDREN�฀)N฀HER฀
CLASSROOM฀SHE฀KEEPS฀A฀NOTEBOOK฀ON฀
HER฀DESK฀FOR฀SPECIlC฀STUDENTS฀WHO฀
ARE฀WORKING฀ON฀SOCIAL฀SKILLS�฀7HEN฀A฀
CHILD฀DOES฀SOMETHING฀LIKE฀VOLUNTEER฀TO฀

SHY฀CHILD฀#/0%
3HYNESS�฀IN฀ITSELF�฀IS฀NOT฀A฀PROBLEM�฀.OT฀EVERY฀KID฀IS฀GOING฀฀

TO฀BE฀POPULAR�฀AND฀LOTS฀OF฀CHILDREN฀IDENTIFY฀WITH฀ONE฀FRIEND�฀฀
AND฀THAT�S฀JUST฀lNE�

ANSWER฀A฀QUESTION�฀-OMBLANCO฀JOTS฀IT฀
DOWN฀IN฀THE฀BOOK�฀/N฀A฀WEEKLY฀BASIS�฀
EXAMPLES฀FROM฀THE฀NOTEBOOK฀GO฀HOME฀
WITH฀THE฀CHILD�฀SO฀PARENTS฀CAN฀REINFORCE฀
SOME฀OF฀THE฀POSITIVE฀THINGS฀THEIR฀CHILD฀
IS฀DOING฀IN฀CLASS�

3ETTING฀UP฀A฀MORE฀ENCOURAGING฀
CLASSROOM฀IS฀ANOTHER฀WAY฀TEACHERS฀CAN฀
NURTURE฀SOCIALLY฀INHIBITED฀CHILDREN�฀
)NSTEAD฀OF฀DRAWING฀ATTENTION฀TO฀
THESE฀CHILDREN฀BY฀CALLING฀ON฀THEM�฀
-OMBLANCO฀LEARNED฀WHICH฀ACTIVITIES฀
THESE฀CHILDREN฀ENJOYED฀AND฀WOULD฀LIKELY฀
WANT฀TO฀JOIN�฀

h5SUALLY฀THE฀CHILD฀IS฀INSECURE฀AND฀
DOESN�T฀FEEL฀CONlDENT฀ABOUT฀SCHOOL�v฀
SAYS฀-OMBLANCO�฀#HILDREN฀MAY฀ALSO฀BE฀
EMBARRASSED฀ABOUT฀A฀FAMILY฀SITUATION�฀
OR฀MAY฀BE฀SOCIALLY฀WITHDRAWN฀BECAUSE฀
OF฀UNDERLYING฀LEARNING฀PROBLEMS฀WITH฀

READING฀OR฀MATH�฀4HESE฀CHILDREN฀
SHOULD฀BE฀EVALUATED฀FOR฀POSSIBLE฀
LEARNING฀DIFlCULTIES�฀"EYOND฀THAT�฀
PROVIDING฀CLASSROOM฀SUPPORT�฀
ENCOURAGEMENT฀AND฀POSITIVE฀WAYS฀
FOR฀THEM฀TO฀CONTRIBUTE฀IN฀CLASS฀HELP฀
CHILDREN฀OPEN฀UP฀MORE�

"OND฀SAYS฀THAT฀IF฀A฀PARENT฀OR฀TEACHER฀
SUSPECTS฀THAT฀A฀STUDENT฀IS฀HAVING฀
TROUBLE฀WITH฀SOCIAL฀INTERACTION�฀THE฀
TIME฀TO฀SEEK฀HELP฀IS฀NOW�฀h(OW฀THEY฀
FEEL฀ABOUT฀BEING฀AT฀SCHOOL฀IS฀A฀HUGE฀
PART฀OF฀THEIR฀IDENTITY�฀)F฀THEY฀ARE฀
GETTING฀REJECTED�฀IT฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀
GET฀HELP�v฀SHE฀SAYS�฀฀h)T�S฀A฀PROCESS฀OF฀
LEARNING฀�฀AND฀LEARNING฀HOW฀TO฀DEAL฀
WITH฀DIFlCULTY�v

!LICE฀2HEIN฀IS฀A฀FREELANCE฀WRITER฀AND฀MOTHER฀OF฀
TWO฀FROM฀(UNTINGTON฀7OODS�




